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Moscow, Manama restore ties 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Soviet Union Friday established 
diplomatic relations with Bahrain, the only state in the Gulf region with 
which Moscow did not have formal ties, a Soviet official said. Moscow 
resumed 'relations /with Saudi Arabia last week after 52 years. A 
communique released by the Soviet mission to the United Nations said the 
Soviet Union and Bahrain “pro ceed i ng from their mutual desire to 
develop friendship and cooperation for the benefit of the people of the 
two states decided to establish on SepL 28, 1990, diplomatic relations 
between them and to exchange diplomatic representatives at the 
ambassadorial level." It said that both countries agreed that relations 
would be based on principles of “peaceful coexistence, equality and 
mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity and non- 
interference by either country in the internal affairs of the other." In an 
oblique mention <of the Gulf crisis the two states said they shared 
Objectives of "promoting regional and international security.” The 
decision was taken in New York by Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze and his Bahraini counterpart, Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak A1 Khalifa. 
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Rocard: All 
resolutions on 
Mideast should be 
Implemented 

PARIS (Agencies) — French 
Prime Minister Michel Rocard 
has said that the international 
community did not show the 
same enthusiasm in implementing 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions on the Palestinian problem 
as they are doing in the Golf 
affair. “The Palestinian issue rep- 
resents a wound for the Arabs, 
and in this problem as in the 
Kuwaiti one the Security Council 
adopted resolutions and we 
should be brave to say that the 
international community (fid not 
show the same enthusiasm in 
implementing these resolutions, 
or those concerning the Lebanese* 
crisis,” Rocard said. Rocard, 
addressing an election rally in 
Paris, said that the Gulf crisis “is 
a conflict between right and pow- 
er, between freedom and black- 
mail and between the internation- 
al community and the will of 
power." 

Kalfu begins U.S. 
and Mideast tour 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshflri Kaifh left for 
New York Friday to attend a 
special session of the United Na- 
tions on children followed by a 
week-long tour of five Middle 
East countries. While in New 
York, Kaifn will meet U.S. Plea- 
dent George Bush and British 


er. Kaifu will be armed with $4 
trillion aid package for the Middle 
East, Mtf to the multinational 
forces In the Gulf and the rest to 
frontline states affected by Un- 
ited Nations sanctions against 
Iraq. 
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Baghdad issues dire warnin g of ‘ coming fire ’ 

Soviets warn 

of ‘world war 9 

Soviet defence chief sees Iran joining Iraq 
Shevardnadze says use of force catastrophic 


LONDON (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze was quoted Friday as 
saying use of force in the Gulf 
crisis would cause a catastrophe 
and take war beyond the region. 

“The use of power will cause a 

catastrophe which should be 

avoided,” Shevardnadze told the 
London-based A1 Hayat Arabic 
language newspaper. 

‘T thfnk if military clashes 
break out, they will not be con- 
tained in the region and we do 
not know bow many countries 
will be involved,” he said. 

Shevardnadze advised Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
against attacking U.S.-dominated 
foreign troops massed in the re- 
■ gion since Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion 
of Kuwait. “He will be commit- 
ting a crime against his people 
and neighbours,” he said. 

He spoke in New York, where 
he warned Iraq in a speech to the 


‘Saleh plans 
initiative’ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
Friday said Yemen will launch 
an initiative that will be pre- 
sented to the U.N. Security 
Council to solve the Golf cri- 
sis, Jordan television reported 
Friday: “Some sources said 
this initiative is based in Iraq’s 
withdrawal from Kuwait, the 
pullout of foreign troops from 
the region and lifting the sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq,” the 
television said. The report was 
unsoniced and no further de- 
tail was available on the initia- 


Umted Nations General Assem- 
bly Tuesday that the U.N. would 


use powers to “suppress aggres- 
sion” unless it withdrew from 
Kuwait. 

Moscow, a former key ally of 
Iraq, backs U.N. sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq over the invasion 
but has not joined the military 
buildup in the Gulf. 

Shevardnadze told the news- 
paper that foreign troops would 
withdraw from the Gulf if Iraq 
pulled out of Kuwait. 

Iran-Iraq ‘affiance’ 


The Soviet armed forces chief 
of staff said in an interview pub- 
lished Friday that a military con- 
flict in the Gulf would see Iran 
allying with Iraq and could de- 
velop into a world war. 

“In case of some military ac- 
tions, Iran will join the Iraqi 
side,” General Mikh ail Moiseyev 
was quoted as telling the 


, w Palestinian 
ti Baathiftts break away 
tiona from Syria 

3 _ : OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 

— Syria's stand against Iraq in 
TV-~r die Golf crisis has prompted 
; 4^ Palestinian members of the Baath 
party in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
,4 tones to distance themselves 
. from Damascus. Trade unionists 
’ 41- affiliated with the small Baath 
i-'.tl-.T? Party in die West Bank Thursday 
*441". condemned Syria’s despatch of 
1‘4~- troops to Saudi Arabia and 

4 444 announced a merger with a group 
■4 4 ^ which is a Palestine liberation 

Organisation (PLO) poweibase 
44 ® t * 16 occupied territories. “We 
* -_44- declare support for the unifica- 
■44; tion of the Palestinian labour 
'-^4 movement in the occupied terri- 
- ;4 tones where our block can play 
4 I * 5 rote within the general federa- 

r —-4 don of trade anions in the West 
' Bank,” said Jamal Bustami, head 
of the A1 Taleah (Vanguard) 
N*-” 1 - 5 ! trade union bloc. 


"riff 'Oldest well* 

■ s *‘* found near Haifa 

TEL AVIV (R) — Archaeolog- 
0u>‘ ists excavating a Stone Age vfl- 
s\S lage off the Israeli coast have 
l found an 8 , 000 -year-old fresh- 
water well believed to be the 
" world’s oldest. Newspapers Fri- 
'■ 4r day quoted Ehud GahTi, the gov- 
eminent official heading the pro- 
ject, as saying the well was 1,000 
ypara more ancient than the pre- 
i •' 4 . viously oldest known well in Tu*r 
^ key. The well was found 400 
- - metres off the coast south of 
« ^ 4 . Haifa. G aKH said it indicated the 
^ *; Stone Age dwellers had a rc- 

tamdy advanced understanding 
; ViJ ofwaier resources and how to tap 
H 4 .; them. He said villagers turned the 
well into a rubbish dump after 
mriting ice caps raised the sea 
' level and made the water salty. 

4 -\i Ex-head of Tunisian 
security arrested 

TUNIS (R) — The former head 
" ip 1 Tdnufa’s security service, 
Mohammad Larbi Mahjoubi, has 
Aj’Jf 1 J»en arrested for allegedly mfons^ 
•'> .S ®8 h» power, an official source' 
^ 011 jf said Friday. The source said Mab* 
^jouhi was arrested last Sunday 


Israelis raze Bureij homes 
and shops, maintain siege 


BUREIJ CAMP, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies)— Stray cats and 
dogs are all that remain on the 
newly widened entrance road to 
this Palestinian refugee camp, 
where the Israeli army razed 
more than 30 buildings after a 
soldier was killed. 

It was the first time reporters 
were allowed into the camp since 
die soldier was killed in Bureij 
Sept. 20 after he accidently 
turned into the camp, then hit a 
donkey can and injured two 
Palestinian teenagers. 

The army ordered the demoli- 
tion of the 33 shops and houses 
on both sides of the site where the 
killing took place. Officials 
contended the demolitions were 
not meant as punishment but to 
improve “security” in the camp. 

The army announced, mean- 
while, that Palestinians would be 
blocked from leaving or entering, 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank on 
Yotn Kippur, the Jewish day of 
atonement. It said roads into 
Israel would be dosed from Fri- 
day afternoon to Saturday night 

During the army-escorted tour 
of Bureij, reporters were not 


Yemen seeks 
U.N. meeting 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Yemen, in a letter circulated 
Friday, asked for an urgent 
Security Council meeting on 
the “current situation in the 
occupied Palestinian terri- 
tory.” 

It gave no details. Council 
sources said they (fid not ex- 
pect a meeting before next 
week. 

allowed to speak to people in the 
-camp. The 20,000 residents were 
confined to their homes by an 
army curfew in force for the 
eighth consecutive day. 

The newly widened road was 
swept dean, and there was no 
si g n of the nibble from the de- 
molished stores and houses. The 
women in could be seen peeking 
from behind a curtain. 

Shmuel Zucker, the army’s 
Gaza commander, told reporters:' 
“We are now standing in the 
Mm place where the soldier was 


killed. 

“This street was source of trou- 
ble. We pulled down 26 shops 
and seven houses to make the 
street wider and more secure.” 

Zucker said “dozens” have 
been arrested in the case, but 
declined to give a specific figure. 

An Israeli- Arab parliament 
member, Mohammad Miari, who 
was on a separate tour of the 
camp, criticised the army's ac- 
tion. 

The mass demolitions, he said, 
“can only worsen things between 
Jews and Arabs.” 

A statement issued Thursday in 
Jerusalem by the Arab Journal- 
ists Association criticised the de- 
molitions as “irrational and brut- 
al” 

It added: “We... denounce 
these measures and the iron fist 
policy which is being practiced 
against innocent people.” 

Meanwhile, a leaflet from the 
Islamic fundamentalist Hamas 
movement declared its solidarity 
with the camp’s residents and 
criticised “the Zionist invaders 

(Continued 00 page 5) 


Thousands of Iranians 
denounce U.S. presence 


iaS b°* denied a magazine report that 

.joy^V he had Knfat to Israel's Mossad . 
$. ^ inteffigence service. Mossad was 
blamed for assassinating Palesti- 

4 Ionian leader Abu Jihad in Tunis in 
^4? April 1968. Mahjoubi, head of 

(t ^ Coant ® , ‘intcnigcnce at that tune* j 

; v^ home opposite Abn Jihad's 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Iranians shouting 
“Death - to America” marched in 
Tehran and other cities Friday to 
denounce the U.S.-led mifitaxy 
build-up in the Gulf. 

Tehran Radio said marchers 
later called in a resolution for an 
Islamic holy war against “alien 
forces” in the region bat also 
demanded that Iraq quit Kuwait. 

“The invasion by alien forces, 
particularly the U.S.A, of the 
Taman’ Gulf region and the holy 
shrines (in Saudi Arabia) was 
condemned...,” the radio said. 

“All the Muslims of the region 
were asked to strengthen the 
united front against world blas- 
phemy by taking the fate of the 
Islamic World into their own 
hanrk and starting the liberating 
jihad against the invaders.” 

The rallies by protesters chant- 
ing “Islam is victorious, America 
is vanquished" were tine first ma- 
jor Iranian demonstrations 
against the U.S. deployment • 
since the Gulf crisis erupted with 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait Aug. 2. ' 

The radio Add they gave the 
nation an opportuni ty to 
announce its stance on the attack 
on Kuwait, followed by the U.S. _ 
forces* hasty departure to take up 


positions in Saudi Arabia. 

“We have seen bow they have 
defiled our .sacred lands, the land 
of divine revelations (Saudi Ara- 
bia)... this has naturally wounded 
the hearts of all Muslims,” the 
radio said. 

“It is a source of shame for the 
rulers of these countries that they 
have stooped to this disgrace 
merely out of fear of losing their 
inauspicious crowns and thrones, 
and have belied their claims of 
being the guardians of the two 
holy mosques.” 

Iran’s s u pr em e leader Ayatol- 
lah AH Khamenei said previously 
that struggle against the U.S. 

presence would count as holy 
war. 

The Tehran government 
opposes foreign forces in the 
Gulf. It also denounces Iraq’s 
occupation of Kuwait and says it 
is observing United Nations sanc- 
tions against Baghdad. 

The protests Friday were 
dominated by Iranian hard linen 
opposed to President Hashemr 
Rafsanjani’s efforts to improve 
ties with the West. 

■ Khamenei said Thursday that 
Muslims were duty-bound to 
oppose the United States and 
Israel. 


The Ayatollah, quoted by 
Trau’s national news agency 
IRNA, said U.S. cultural inroads 
into Muslim lands posed the main 
danger. 

“Muslims are duty-bound to 
continue their campaigns against 
the United States, the Qods 
t(Jerasakm) occupying Tegjme 
reactionary regimes,” he told a 
visiting delegation of Muslims. 

“We are determined to stand 
firmly in the face of whatsoever 
would menace Islam and the Isla- 
mic republic,” he said. “Even 
during the demanding hours of 
(tiie Iran-Iraq) war, and in the 
eye of storm wc did not forget the 

slogan of today Iran, tomorrow 

Palestine.” 

Rafsanjani told the delegation 
later Iran regarded itself as the 
frontline state in “the anti- 
arrogance and anti-U.S. cam-' 
p aign ” 

“We have repeatedly proved 
the stand,” he said. 

The delegation was led by 
Mohamad Abdu Rahman Khali- 
fa, leader of Jordan’s Moslim. 
Brotherhood. It included dele- 
gates from Sudan, Pakistan, Ye- 
men, Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia and j 

the Palestinian Hamas move- I 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1J50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Washington Post in Moscow. 

“This would not be simply 
some kind of conflict, this would 
be a world war.” 

The Post said Moiseyev did not 
elaborate on why he thought Iran 
and Iraq, which fought a war from 
1980 to 1988, might join skies. 

The Post said be indicated con- 
cern that a war beguming with 
small and seemingly remote 
events might trigger a much wider 
conflict. 

“The First World War in 1914 
also started because of some 
minor thing,” he was quoted as 
saying. “Today we should do our 
utmost to avoid that.” 

Moiseyev, who was speaking 
shortly before leaving for a tour 
of U.S. military facilities, was 
quoted as saying he had given 
technical information to the U.S. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Cheney: 
Crisis 
maybe 
coming 
to a head 

Washington (Agencies) — 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
says that Iraq may cany out its 
threat to attack Saudi Arabia, 
Israel or other states in an 
attempt to break the stranglehold 
of the United Nations economic 
sanctions. 

The defence secretary also told 
the National Association of Busi- 
ness Economists Wednesday that 
the Guff crisis may be coming to a 
bead. 

“We have always operated on 
the assumption since we started 
this exercise in early August that 
there were two moments of dan- 
ger. the first was the first week 
or two when there was literally 
nothing between (Iraq) and 
another 25 per cent of the world's 
supply of oil in Saadi Arabia,” 
said Cheney. 

“The second period was when 
the sanctions began to bite,” be 
said. The United States knew that 
Iraq might then “seek to use (its) 
military force to try to break the 
stranglehold that the embargo 
has imposed,” he said. 

Iraq's recent threats indicate 
that such an effort by Iraq may 
soon be at hand, the defence 
secretary said. 

“We may have seen in the last 
48 or 72 hours the beginning 
commentary from (Iraq) that 
would indicate that the sanctions 
are beginning to bite,” Cheney 
said. “We may have seen with 
(its) threats in the last couple of 
days that (it) may resort to milit- 
ary force in response to the sanc- 
tions — the first evidence that (it) 
is in fact beginning to feel the 
pain.” 

Cheney said that Iraq’s threats 
provide indications that are diffi- 
cult to otherwise measure about 
bow well the economic sanctions 
are working. “We cannot know 
with precision the effectiveness of 
the sanctions,” he said, adding 
however that “we can draw some 
conclusions about them. 

“We have totally shut down 
Iraq’s ability to export oil,” he' 

said, its “ability to import... com- 
modities that (Iraq) needs to sus- 
tain (its) economy also.. .has 

been significantly inhibited.” 
Cheney reiterated his position 
that the U.S. “commitment” to - 
the Gulf effort provides no 
answer as to when the crisis win 
end. “The commitment in Terms 

(Coadmed on page 5) 



An Inman mother feeds her baby at an evacuee camp at Azraq (photo by Yousef AJ ‘Allan} 

More Gulf refugees 
stream into Jordan 


AMMAN (R) — More Arab 
and Asian refugees from the 
Gulf crisis streamed into Jor- 
dan Friday after Iraq warned 
that it would cut off supplies of 
rationed food to foreigners. 

“There is a strong flow of 
evacuees now. compared to 
previous days but we don’t 
know if the increase is related 
to Iraq's food decision,” a 
Jor danian border official said. 

He said a steady daily influx 
of 5,000 Asians — mainly Indi- 
ans, Sri Lankans and Bang- 
ladeshis — over the past week 
jumped to 7,000 Thursday. A 
similar number was expected 
on Friday. 

Arab arrivals, mainly Egyp- 
tian migrant workers, normal- 
ly equalled the number of 
Asians crossing the border, 
though figures fluctuated from 
day to day. 

Iraq said Thursday fore- 
igners would not be given 
coupons to buy rationed, fixed 
price food from Monday. 

It is almost impossible to 
obtain basic foods without 


coupons in blockaded Iraq. 

The thousands of people 
fleeing Iraq and Kuwait face 
harsh conditions when they 
first arrive at tented despatch 
centres in the Jordanian de- 
sert. 

Flies cover the faces of ex- 
hausted children burned red tty 
the sun or lashed by high winds 
as they sleep in the dirt beside 
piles of baggage, waiting for 
buses to take them to better- 
equipped camps. 

“I think we should dose or 
move to another camp because 
winter is approaching and this 
camp is not appropriate for 
rain," said British doctor 
Gerard Young at one transit 
centre. 

Kaz Kuroda, a coordinator 
for the U.N. Disaster Relief 
Organisation (UNDRO), said 
the Iraqi food decision and the 
forecast onset of winter rains 
would be the most urgent 
topics at a meeting of govern- 
ment and relief agendes Sun- 
day. 

Desert rains usually fall in 


French forces targeted 
in Djibouti cafe blast 


PARIS (R) — French troops 
were the intended target of a 
grenade attack which killed a 
nine-year-old boy and injured 16 
others in the Red Sea port of 
Djibouti, a French diplomat said 
Friday. 

The grenade exploded after 
being thrown into the Cafe de 
Paris bar packed with off-duty 
French troops Thursday evening. 
The victim was the son of a 
French soldier serving in the for- 
mer colony. 

The. four attackers threw 
another grenade into the nearby 
Cafe Hzstoril, which failed to 
explode. The Cafe Historil had 
been rebuilt after an attack in 
1987 in which five people died. 
Opponents of the French military 
presence were then suspected. 

No one claimed responsibility 
for Thursday’s bombing. 

The French Foreign Ministry 
originally reported two children 
had been killed, but said later a 
young Djiboutian originally re- 
ported dead was seriously in- 
jured. 

Djibouti, where a permanent 

garrison of French troops is 


based, serves as a rear headquar- 
ters for French armed forces sent 
to the Gulf since Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait. The aircraft carrier 
Gemenceau docked there last 
month. 

But French government 
sources said there were no indica- 
tions the attack was linked to the 
Gulf crisis. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand, in a message to the 
senior commanding officer in 
Djibouti, condemned the 
“cowardly attack” and offered his 
condolences to the parents of the 
dead boy. 

“I express my confidence in 
you, and the French, to face the 
situation you are confronted with 
in the region with determination 
and dignity,” he said. 

Simone Poudade, French 
charge d'affaires, said Thursday's 
attack was clearly aimed at 
France. 

“There is no doubt the French 
were the target... the big cafes in 
the town centre are frequented 
almost exclusively by the 
French," she told France-Infos 
radio. 


Bush meets Sheikh Jaber, 
claims world supports him 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush told the 
toppled ruler of Kuwait Friday 
that “the world is strongly sup- 
porting what we all are trying to 
do” in seeking to force the with- 
drawal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait. 

Bash coplimented e mir of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
AI Sabah, on his speech Thursday 
before the United Nations 
General Assembly, calling it “a 
marvellous thing.” 

The president said the ovation 
Sheikh Jaber received “showed 
that the world was strongly sup-. 


porting what we all are trying to 
do." 

The United Nations has passed 
eight resolutions opposing Iraq's 
Aug. 2 invasion. 

. The White House meeting was 
intended as a dear sign the Un- 
ited States 1 still regards the 64- 
year-old emir as the “legitimate" 
ruler of I^uwait. 

The president has insisted that 
not only must Iraq withdraw his 
. invasion troops from Kuwait, but 
that the emir must be restored to 
the power he has wielded since 


the third week of October but 
in some years they start earlier. 

Kuroda said UNDRO 
wanted to highlight Jordan's 
need for international aid to 
help it cope with tens of 
thousands of displaced workers 
from many nations. 

“Jordan has carried most of 
the burden so for, but it has 
only limited means to help 
other nationals," he said, 
adding that international 
donors would be asked to con- 
tribute directly to the govern- 
ment as well as to foreign relief 
agencies. 

Peter Schatzer, bead of mis- 
sion of the International Orga- 
nisation of Migration (IOM), 
said a new wave of refugees 
was likely if Iraq carried out its 
threat to deny foreigners food. 

He said 200,000 Asians 
could flock to Jordan in the 
next few weeks and the IOM, 
organising an international air- 
lift, would need more money 
and contributions to repatriate 
them. 

Hawatmeh: 
U.S. foiling 
Arab efforts 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) Secretary General 
Nayef Hawatmeh Friday accused 
the United States of obstructing 
Arab attempts to find a peaceful 
settlement to the Gulf crisis. 

In a statement to Agence 
France Presse, Hawatmeh said 
Washington, “instigated by Brit- 
ish Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and Israel, and encour- 
aged by Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak and King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia, is obstructing any 
Arab solution to the crisis.” 
“The U.S. is trying to keep the 
situation tense and is applying 
daily pressures on the United 
Nations Security Council to pass 
resolutions, pushing the region 
into a politically-i nso I vable pre- 
dicament because Washington 
wants to gain time in order to 
complete its military preparations 
by mid-October," he said. 

Hawatmeh, who arrived here 
after a week-long visit to Bagh- 
dad, said his talks with Iraqi 
officials focused on means of 
finding a peaceful pan-Arab solu- 
tion to the crisis. 

Jordan, the Palestinians and 
Yemen and some other Arab 
countries are intensifying their 
efforts to crystallise a pan-Arab 
initiative to diffuse the tension in 
the Gulf and to avoid a devastat- 
ing war, Hawatmeh said. He 
voiced appreciation of the French 
initiative which was announced 
Monday at the United Nations 
General Assembly. “Such an in- 
itiative has opened the file of the' 
search for political solutions," 
Hawatmeh said. 

Hawatmeh said he had sent a 
message to the Soviet leadership 
requesting Moscow to work out a 
new political initiative In con- 
sultation with Europe, France 
and China to present it to the 
United Nations as a substitute to 
the U-S^aDDroach. 




JORDAN 


Hrawi troops impose Abu 
blockade on Aoun zone Abbas 


Bush sends $7.5b Saudi 
arms deal to Congress 


Ben Bella urges Arabs 
to rally behind Iraq - 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — Troops 
loyal to Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi clamped a tight blockade 
Friday on areas held by General 
Michel Aoun to try to starve him 
into surrender. 

While Aoun remained defiant, 
panic erupted in the Christian 
enclave be partly controls. Resi- 
dents rushed to stock up on food 
or left work to drive home in case 
of fighting. 

Aoun, who has resisted 
attempts to besiege him for the 
past year, ruled out dialogue with 
Hrawi under the blockade. 

“If they think they will bring 
the people to their knees with the 
blockade, they are mistaken," he 
told A1 Anwar newspaper. 

Aoun, who considers himself 
Lebanon's legitimate leader, sur- 
vived last year's siege by Syrian 
and pro-Syrian forces. This time, 
the Christian Lebanese Forces 
(LF) Militia let Hrawi's troops 
take over LF positions inside the 
enclave, facing Aoun's mainly 
Christian regular troops. 

Aoun lost control of two-thirds 
of his enclave in a bloody four- 
month struggle for supremacy 
against the LF this year. 

Hrawi's troops crossed the 
green line between west and east 
Beirut at dawn Friday. About 100 


soldiers took over three former 
LF checkpoints on roads inside 
the enclave leading to the heart of 
Aoun's territory. 

It was the first time since the 
national army broke in half along 
sectarian lines two years ago that 
regular troops not under Aoun’s 
command had entered the Christ- 
ian heartland. 

Witnesses said all crossings to 
Aoun's areas were dosed to cars 
and food trucks from midday 
(0900 GMT) and hundreds of cars 
were turned back. Only Red 
Cross teams, deputies, diplomats, 
and pedestrians could pass. 

The move tightened an econo- 
mic blockade clamped by Hrawi's 
government July 30 against Aoun 
and his soldiers in pockets they 
hold in east Beirut and the neigh- 
bouring Mem mountains. 

Supplies of flour, food and 
vegetables were banned from 
reaching Aoun's 200-square- 
kilometre zone Friday. Fuel sup- 
plies and money transfers had 
been banned for two months. 

Hrawi’s mainly Muslim troops 
earlier took over the coastal and 
mountainous crossings into 
Aoun’s enclave from the Christ- 
ians’ main militia headed by 
Samir Geagea. 

The peaceful handover put the 


final seal on Geagea’s allegiance 
to Hrawi. leaving Aoun ringed 
from all sides in his small pocket 
with no air, sea or land outlets. 

Hrawi's government is giving 
the new siege two weeks to b rin g 
the maverick general to heels. If 
that fails, Hrawi’s army backed 
by Syrian troops would attack to 
oust Aoun forcefully, several 
Beirut newspapers reported. 

Among the main crossings 
taken by Hrawi's troops was the 
main coastal highway tunnel on. 
the Dog River, 10 kilometres 
north of central Beirut. 

Geagea’s militiamen also hand- 
ed to Hrawi’s soldiers all gate- 
ways to Aoun's pockets from east 
Beirut’s residential districts of 
Ashrafiyeh, Sin A1 Ffl and Dora. 

The irregulars then withdrew 
to the wafied command head- 
quarters known as the War Coun- 
cil at the seaside district of Karan- 
tina . 

There was no word on how 
many troops from Hrawi's esti- 
mated 20,000-man army were 
assigned to man the crossings into 
Aoun’s zone. 

They are permitted under the 
new restrictions to leave the en- 
circled zone to Hrawi-coutrolled 
areas to escape the anticipated 
starvation. 


warns 

U.S. 


Iraq says Kuwaiti emir, S. Arabia 
financed Israeli intelligence station 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s 
army newspaper Friday accused 
Israel and Egypt of setting up an 
intelligence station in the Naqeeb 
desert to pick ap data on the 
movement of Iraqi troops. 

Al Qaddissiya, quoting uniden- 
tified Arab sources, said the elec- 
tronic and radar reconnaissance 
station was financed by the for- 
mer rulers of Kuwait and the 
government of Saadi Arabia. 

Another newspaper, the Al 
Jomhouriya, said Israel would be 
among targets struck in the "com- 
ing fire/' for which it said the 
United States and its allies would 
bear responsibility. 

One source told Al Qaddissiya 
that the advanced equipment sup- 
plied by the American company 
Westinghouse would monitor the 
movement of the Iraqi troops in 
Kuwait and Iraq's electronic war- 
fare equipment in order to “de- 
vise effective counter-measures.” 

Al Qaddissiya said the station 
is also provided with a multiple 


censor system that can identify 
and locate Iraqi units and can 
monitor their movement. 

According to the Arab sources, 
an Israeli military delegation has 
recently visted Cairo to coordin- 
ate the operation of the station, 
which would have American 
technicians and experts. 

It said that the former Kuwaiti ‘ 
ruler. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, has given the Egyptian 
government $300 million to set up 
die station, while Saudi Arabia 
and the United States contributed 
$200 million to finance the purch- 
ase of the equipment in the sta- 
tion. 

Al Qaddissiya said that the 
station also would be capable of 
monitoring the movement of 
troops in Libya and Yemen. 

The daily said the Iraqi army 
owned powerful hardware and 
electronic warfare equipment to 
counter the radar and other re- 
connaissance. 


A] Jomhouriya said Iraq would 
not be sole battlefield in a war 
against the United States and 
other forces assembled in the 
region since the Aug. 2 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

An editorial said “The battle 
arenas would be multiple and the 
fires would devour all oil fields, 
the Zionist entity and agents of 
America in the region. 

“The invaders and their traitor 
stooges and Zionists who are 
adding ofl on the fire to ensure 
their aggressive presence on the 
Arab land bear foil responsibility 
of the coming fire," it said. 

It said Iraq, “which is standing 
in the forefront of the Arab Na- 
tion and the Islamic World for 
ousting foreign occupation forces 
from the sacred Arab lands and 
restoring the legitimate rights of 
the Palestine a&people, is ready to 
offer all sacrifices that guarantee 
non-submission to the hegemony 
of American imperialism." 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A hardline 
Palestinian leader vowed Friday to 
strike at American interests “aD over 
planet earth” if any Iraqi a ircr aft was 
attacked to enforce the air emb ar go- 
of Iraq. 

"America is the no. 1 t er ro ris t 
country,” the Iraqi News Agency 
(ENA) quoted Mohammad Abbas, 
leader of the Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF). as saying. 

• “The U.S. administration's deci- 
sion — which it imposed on the 
United Nations — for a land, sea and 
air blockade of Iraq is an oven act of 

aggression," INA. monitored in ; 
Nicosia, quoted him as saying daring ' 
a meeting in Baghdad with Iraq’s 
Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan. 

“Any terrorist act America and its 
allies commit against any Iraqi air- 
craft in the air or anywhere else wfl] 
be avenged by similar, or even stron- 
ger actions all over planet earth,” 
Abbas, also known as Aba Abbas, 
said. 

Abu Abbas’ PLF was blamed for 
the May 31 abortive attack on an 
Israeli beach which eventually led 
Washington to sever a dialogue it had 
initialed in December 1988. with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation. 

The PLO had sought to 
itself from the attempt near Tel Aviv, 
saying it had no prior knowledge of 
the plan. 

Although no Israeli was hurt in the 
attempt, Washington stiS insisted that 
the PLO ptmish Abu Abbas by ex- 
pelling him from the PLO’s Executive 
Committee. 

The dialogue was severed in Jane 
after the PLO appeared nnwillmg to 
bow to die U.S. demand. 

INA said Ramadan told Abu 
Abbas that the United States and. its 
Western and Arab allies jn the Golf 
should not underestimate the might 
of the Arab forces ranged against 
them. 

“They have reached an advanced 
level in armament, human, material 
and economic levels,” Ramadan said. 

Bat he said that Iraq has refrained 
from responding to me “aggressive 
and terrorist acts" by the American 
administration because it was still 
seeking a peaceful settlement. 

“Iraq’s non-retaliation to this dear 
: and wide aggression affirms Iraq's 
serious keeness to seek peace arid 
practical stances to achieve peace,” 
he said. 

“It is also to provide additional 
chances - to -avoid humanity the 
tragedies of war that the Americans 
and their allied aggressors are in- 
sinuating,” the Iraqi official said. 


UNRWA running out of funds 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The U.N. relief 
agency looking after Palestinians 
in the Israeli-occupied territories 
said Friday it was running out of 
cash because of the Gulf crisis. 

Giorgio Giacomelli, commis- 
sioner general of the U.N. Works 
and Relief Agency (UNRWA), 
said he wanted money earmarked 
for countries supporting the 
blockade of Iraq to go to Palesti- 
nian refugees who oppose it. 

His organisation bad already 
used up its $35 million emergency 
fund. 

"We are in the red,” he said, 
adding he was dipping into the 
agency’s regular budget to make 
up the shortfall and was worried 
about further contributions to 
those reserves. 

The loss of $120 million in 
remittances from Palestinian 
workers in the Gulf, some of 
whom had returned home, was 
also straining UNRWA's fi- 
nances. 

“More people are coming to 
press for more services,” 
Giacomelli told Reuters in an 
interview. 


He appealed for more interna- 
tional aid and said he hoped 
Western and Arab states would 
not cut money to Palestinian re- 
fugees in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip who support Iraq. 

“I hope this political aspect of 
(support for Iraq) will be analy- 
sed and evaluated in its own right 
and that the reasons for it would 
be understood," he said. 

Palestinian leaders criticise 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. But 
they accuse the West and some 
Arab states of double standards 
in sending troops to try to end 
one occupation but doing little to 
get Israel to withdraw from the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Giacomelli said countries 
which stood to lose from Gulf 
crisis seemed to have been allo- 
cated a large slice of financial aid. 

"I hope it would be considered 
that even if.... the Palestinians 
are not a country in the technical 
sense they are pan and parcel of 
this social, economic and political 
reality and will have to receive 
their share.” 

He said the Gulf crisis coupled 
with the 33-montb-old uprising 


had heightened tension in the 27 
refugee camps he runs. 

“This is not the time to cut 
interim assistance to the refugees. 
We have jio money left in the 
emergency fund/’ he said. 

The emergency fund, which 
provides food and medical care 
for refugees affected by the re- 
volt, was $10 million short this 
year, be said. 

Giacomelli said he was -also 
worried about future contribu- 
tions from the Gulf states who 
account for three per cent of 
UNRWA's ordinary $250 million 
annual budget. 

Although tiie surge of interna- 
tional aid at the start of the 
uprising bad tailed off there was a 
greater understanding — particu- 
larly in Europe — of the frustra- 
tion felt by Palestinians, some of 
whom have been in camps since 
1948. 

"The Gulf crisis is going to 
shake up the whole Middle East 
and make it necessary to tackle 
the main issue — the Palestinian 
question," be said. 

Israel has objected to Britain’s 
plans to set op a permanent cen- 


tre for teaching English in the 
occupied Gaza Strip, an Israeli 
official said Thursday. 

At issue is Israel's insistence 
the all activities in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip be 
done through the Israeli military 
government, the Hebrew daily 
Maariv reported. The paper said 
officials fear an independent cen- 
tre could amount to indirect rec- 
ognition of Palestinian independ- 
ence demands. 

A foreign ministry official de- 
clined to give details of the dis- 
pute but said Israeli and British 
officials were discussing the prop- 
osed centre. 

“We’re quite sore it will be 
resolved in the next few days," he 
said. 

Ivan Callan. the British consul, 
said be did not expect disagree- 
ment over the sin in Gaza Gty 
would turn into a major dispute. 

He said the British Council has 
been offering educational prog- 
rammes in Gaza since the 1940s. 
They focus on teaching English 
and informing Palestinians about 
schools and scholarship opportu- 
nities in Britain, be said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
President George Bush has asked 
Congress to approve a $7.5 bil- 
lion arms deal for Saudi Arabia. 
The package indudes missiles, 
tanks and other weapons to beef 
up the Saudi nu&taiy. 

Bush's arms sale propo sa l in- 
cluded 150 M-1A2 tanks, 1,750 
advanced Tow anti-tank missiles 
and six Patriot anti-missile batter- 
ies, according to a formal request 
to Congress. 

The package also induded 200 

Bradley aimbur ed fighting vehi- 
cles, 12 Apache grounctattack 
helicopters, nine multiple4amidi 
rocket systems, seven KC-130 
tanker planes and 10,000 trades, 
transporters and trailers. 

In another development. House 
members hit snags when' they 
sought to move ahead with a 
resolution backing Bush's moves 
in the Gulf crisis. The House 
Foreign Affairs Committee ad- 
journed without action on a prop- 
osed resolution of support. 

Representative Lee Hamilton, 
a Democrat, said a primary han- 
gup was lawmakers* nervousness 
that any congressional resolution 
might be seen as implicitly en- 
dorsing any future use of force by 
the United States. 

“It’s amazing," said a frus- 
trated Representative William 
Broomfield, die senior Republi- 
can on the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee. “We can get approval 
through the United Natiom for 
the president’s actions, but not 
through the Congress." 

As the resolution has gone 
through the drafting stages over 
the past three weeks, there have 
been echoes of the Tonkin Gulf 
resolution, a 1964 act that was 
seen as authorising widening U.S. 
involvement in Vietnam. 

Committee Chairman Dante 
Fascell, a Democrat, sought to 
make it dear that the document 
would only approve Bush’s ac- 
tions so far in the Gulf crisis, and 
leave out any mention of next 
steps. 

It voiced support for Bush’s 
“emphasis on diplomatic efforts, 
international sanctions and nego- 
tiations under the auspices of the 
United Nations" to achieve the 


.goals of forcing Iraq out of 

Kuwait and restoring Kuwait’s 
p re v ious government to power. 

Speaking of the Sancfi arms 
proposal, Rep. Mel Levine of 
California, said, “This is asgnifi- 

cant improvement,” 

Levine, a staunch supporter of 
Israel who had objected to an 
earlier $21 b3Hon Saudi arms 

package that also drew objections 
from Israel, said, “This is what 
should have been proposed in die 
first place." 

Levine said lawmakers con- 
cerned about Israel’s “security" 
support Bush's military moves to 
counter Iraq. But fee earlier, 

larger arms gale proposal to bean 

attempt “to use die cris i s as justi- 
fication for sending items not 
needed for the crisis,” he said. 

At the U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment, spokesman Pete Williams 
said die p roposed sale is “urgent- 
ly needed.” 

But some support e rs of Israel 
said there still was concern about 
offensive weapons included in die 
new package. They said those 
worries could be calmed if the 
administration comes op with a 
counterbalancing “security” 
package for Israel. 

. The administration has decided 
to divide the Sandi arms package 
into two parts. The first to meet 
immediate Saudi “defence” 
needs in the current crisis, includ- 
ing weapons that can be delivered 
from current stocks or quickly 
taken off the production fine. A 
second, $14 billion package will 
be proposed in January to meet 
the country’s longer-term needs. 

The latter package will include 
F-15F fighter planes and more 
tanks, said the sources, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 
The delay will give lawmakers 
more time to deliberate how die 
sale might chang e the military 
balance in the volatile region, 
Levine said. 

At the same time , the adminis- 
tration has been discussing a new 
package of military aid to Israel 
and senior officials have prom- 
ised to maintain Israel’s qualita- 
tive military advantage over 
neighbouring states. 


Israel’s new hero 
-r-a bank bandit 


TEL AVIV (R) — A motorcycle 
bandit who has held up 20 banks 
in 20 months has become a popu- 
lar hero among Israelis who 
admire his bold, cool style, resent 
their banks and think the police 
are incompetent. 

He did it again Thursday, raid- 
ing a suburban Tel Aviv bank and 
eluding the red-faced cops on his 
powerful, bright red motorcycle. 

So great is the fame of the 
mameless "cyde-bank” that Yoel 
Marcus, a political commentator 
'for the august newspaper- 
Haaretz, recently designated him 
“sportsman of die year." 

He slips in and out of banks in 
90 seconds, firing a single, harm- 
less shot in the air with his silver 
.38-calibre revolver and taking 
money from just one teller. 

His motorcycle can top 250 
kilometres per hour. 

But be stops at red fights, even 
when he knows he is being 
chased. 

“Wow, what a guy” exdaimed 
12-year-old Leon Bassan, who 
witnessed a robbery. "Twenty 
times he drives the police mad 
and they still can’t catch him. He 
has found a livelihood and is 
mocking the whole country. 
Wow, he has brains." 

The popular tabloid Hadashot 
told its readers that public in- 
terest showed “how many men 
are dying to be the motorcycle 
thief — and how many women 


would 1 drink aftershave to get his 
telephone number." 

Police Minister Ronni MDo de- 
plores the cyde-bank colt. “For 
some of the public, this case 
arouses sympathy,” he says. “We 
most remember this is armed 
robbery.” 

But many Israelis hardly think 
of him as a thief. He has stolen 
more than $150,000 but after all, 
they ask, who's hurt? Banks are 
insured. 

An elite detective unit has been 
working round the dock to catch 
the cyde-bank thief. 

“The key word is patience. 
And we have it, believe me,” one 
detective said. “He is fighting us 
one-on-one here. In die end we 
will put him on the fine with 
handcuffs on." 

Government-owned television . 
aired a children's show comedy 
routine this week about police 
chasing the bandit. 

Police though they had their 
man at last after Thursday** hold- 
up when a motorcyclist collided 
with a patrol car and tried to flee. 
Police chief Yaacov Turner made 
a special trip to Tel Aviv for the 
triumphant press conference. 

The suspect, it turned out, ran 
because he had no driver's li- 
cence. "The rumours were prem- 
ature,” Turner lamented. 

Other bikers have started 
wearing stickers that read: “I am 
not the thief.” 


ALGIERS (R) — Former Alge- 
rian Pnsident Ahmad Ben Bella, 
appealing ro nationalist fervour in 
a comeback bid after nine years’ 
exile, urged Arabs Friday to rally 
behind Iraq and ' save the Third 
World from bring crushed by flic 
West. 

Jp trig fint news co nferenc e on 
Algerian sofl since being ousted 
in a coup 25 yean ago, Ben Bella 
described the Gulf crisis as the 
Third World's last stand. 

He demanded President Chadli 

Benje&d appoin t a new cabinet 
to ensure the country's first free 
general elections set for early 
next year were fair, and vowed to 
work for a broad “democratic 
front” among 28 newly legal poli- 
tical parties.: -■ 

Ben Bella, a 73-year-rid re- 
volutionary war hero, stepped off 
the boat from Spain Thursday to 
a hero’s welcome from several 
tens of thousands of chanting 
supporters. * 

“Tins (tiie Gulf crisis) is the 
most serious crisis between the 
North and tiie South,” he tokl a 

packed ballroom at a luxury hotel 
he commissi oned shortly after be- 
coming president on independ- 
ence in 1962. 

“The Arabs have a historic 
role. If they are cut down like the 
socialist world has been cot down 
I do not know what wifi remain of 
the Third World.” 

Ben Bella again urged Alge- 
rians to register at the Iraqi 
embassy by the hundreds of 
thousands to fight alongside Iraq 
if needed. 

He evoked the heady days of 
Arab nationalism in tiie early 
1960s and compared events in the 
Gulf to the 1965 Suez crisis, 
except that Western “aggression" 
against foe Arabs — the troops 
and armour sent by Western 
states to the Gulf — was now 
total. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev was now “too dependent 
on Western money to take posi- 
tions contrary to tiie American 
strategy,” he said. 

Long an advocate of a new 
world order, Ben Bella drew 
cheers from s upp o rt ers when he 
denounced Kuwaiti rulers and 
asked: 'Until when will oil be 


used by a family of sheikhs with. ■ 
$200 bfifion in mostly, ^wrist . 
banks?” 

Thrown into jail and political 
oblivion by his Defence Minister 
Honan Boumrifienne, Ben $dla- 
is largely unkn ow n to most of =* 
Algeria’s young population and '■ 
opponents wonder tf be will he v < 
able to rally them despite hi* still 
youthful charisma. - -- ---- 

Ben Bella arid he was not £ 
coming back to settle old scores * 
but to restore c o nfid en ce be- 
tween the people and the govern- - 
meat. 

“I hope we can achieve a tree *'■■■ 
democratic front to reshape the “ 
political landscape... based on « 
common programme of national 
unity and democracy. That is 
wbat I will work for.” 

But he gave few indications of " -■ 
the political composition of such-*-' 
a front and made overtures to the L ' 
rank and file of both the 1 ruling- ^ 
National Liberation Front (FLN) "L 

nrtft the Telamif «: 

Salvation Root (FIS) that won 1 ‘ 
local polls last June. 

Some political leaders both in ”< 
and out of power see Ben Bella as 
a*poteatial bulwark against the ^ 
Muslim fundamentalists but he ^ 
declined to exclude the FIS — as * 
many liberals do — from the 
line-up of democratic parties. 

A devout Muslim who never 
smoke or drank, Ben Bella has 
himself championed Islam as the 
basis of a more egalitarian politic- 
al order in both Algeria and tiie *' 
world. 

Bitterly attacking corruption 
and economic mismanagement •* 
■under the FLN he said libera] -. 
economic reforms by the current : 
government were throwing ’* 
Algeria back to the days of’* 
French colonial concessions. . 

“They are in the process of 
kfifing the e c ono my ," be said, 
citing new incentives to foreign “• 
investment. . . 

The p rog r a mme of Ben Bella's . 
own Movement for Democracyin r 
Algeria (MDA) calls for a return 
to agriculture, neglected in a:. 
1970s industrialisation drive, set- 
ting up small industries and te- 
fomring education to bring itj^ 
more into line with Arab and 
Islamic values. 


Hurd, Velayati meet 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Bnt-' ^ 
ish -Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd and his Iranian counter- ] 
part, Ali Akbar Velayati, net for : 
30 minutes Friday, the day after i 
their two countries resumed di- \ 
plomatic relations, British <fi- j 
plomatic sou rces said. 

They expressed pleasure at the ] 
restoration of relations after an j 
18-mouth break, discussed details } 


bfctween Our two oountriek^ ' - 
“I hope that we win foUbw-the / 

path that Britain has taken within * 

the next few weeks or months. T ' 
think (today's) development cer-; 
tainly indicates the moderate ‘ 
group in Iran has carried the day/ 1 
The restoration of diplomatic-* 
finks between Britain and Iran " • 
holds out fresh hope for British!.' 
h ostages held in Lebanon and fofr'^ 


, * , „ . Ul bVt/OUUll CU1U 1UI J 

of the reopening of embassies m writer Salman Rushdie, who! isj/ 
London and Tehran, and also under a death threat im pwed by • 
reviewed the Gulf crisis, the the late Ayatollah Khomeini, 
somces added. The future also looks brighter i 

Velayati said a letter from for British businessman Roger / 
Hurd stating that Britain re- Cooper, who has been held - 
spected Islam had broken the Iran since 1985 on spying charges 
diplomatic ice. which he denies. H 


sources added. 

Velayati said a letter from 
Hurd stating that Britain re- 
spected Islam had broken the 
diplomatic ice. 

Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, speaking on Hard, commenting Thursday’s 
British television, said he rapprochement announced at the 
favoured reestablishing relations United Nations, said the move j 
between Iran and tiie United was another bride m thedi ploma- 
States. tic wall against Iraq. j ; 

“I would personally be in Bilateral problems between i ' 
favour of (the United States) • London and Tehran could now be - 
reestablishing relations with Iran tfisenssed, Hurd told reporters in r 
for the whole balance in the New York, adding: “High oc that j 
M iddle East,” he told British Hst is the influence winch the 3 
Broadcasting Corporation televi- Ira nians can bring to bear of 
sion. those who hold the hostages in ~~ 

Kis s inger , known for his high- the Lebanon.” ii 

pressure shuttle diplomacy in the In the past Britain ha* said the r 
Middle East during the 1970s, question of hostages, Cooperand * 
said: “I think Iran will find it, Rushdie was an obstacle to rela- v 
because of the past, more difficult tions. “There have been those rf-*! 

to flAVR ftrolo i i m f i /- TplohAna kiM, nhchM-lM T K.T: .1 - Wy " 


Broadcasting Corporation televi- 
sion. 

Kissinger, known for his high- 
pressure shuttle diplomacy in the 
Middle East during the 1970s, 
said: “I think Iran will find it, 
because of the past, more diffienk 


■ ■■ ^ ****** ~ mmv a ira UilVC UCCU HUHCM 

to have diplomatic -relations with obstacles, I believe that we arc" 
us than with Britain. But we are closer to moving the obstacles," ■* 
on the way to settling the daftne the foreign secretary said 
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Amman Mnskipaliiy 

Cn m ptaiigi 787111 

Telephone Informatioo 
(dscctoiy aBsunce) ............. 121 

OveneasCafe 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Itepman 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Televirioo 773111 

Rado Jordan 774111 

Water Anthority 600100 

Jordan Ebdridty Aubority ...815615 

Ffcrrrir Power 


Com pan y 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia loti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hnmem Medical Centre ... 
KbaBcfi Maternity. J. Anus 
AUcfa Maternity. J. Amn. 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 

Mafias. J. Amman 

P l ^afa f $h«i iri T » nf 

Sbaadast Hcxpstii 

U niver s i t y Hospital 

Al-Mwfacr Hospital 

The Mamie. Abdali 

AJ-AU, Abdali 

Italian. Al-Mnhaffeen 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafieb 

Ansy.Marka 

Queen Alia Hoqatal 

Amai Hospital 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital ...... 

Zaras National Hospital .. 
Ibn Sina Hospital 

mm: 

PriseessBasasa Hospital .. 
Greek Catbohc Hospital ‘ 

Urn AlNafixx Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princea Hays Hoqatal .... 


.. 813813/32 
... 644281/6 
... 642441/2 
. — 642362 
636140 

... 664171M 

669131 

. — 845845 
... 667227/9 
.. 666127/37 
... 664164 « 
... 777101/3 
- 775111/26 
891611/15 
..602240/50 
674155 


FORTH® RAVHJJR 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Th «* infannaripc & supplie d by Kojml 
Jordanian (RJ) iui oi ma tioa de pa rt- 
neat at the Qaeg ABa lutnnatknai 
Airport TeL (06)53200-5. where k 
should elwajx be veriBod. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


(09)983323 

(09)991071 

(09)986732 

(02)275555 

(02)272275 

(02)247100 


8&4S Singapore. Knata Lmapor (RJ) 
IMI DammmrRJl 

18:15 

— A*a»<Rj) 

1*30 . — 
ltd! 

... DhafarantRJ) 

— ....... New DefiaflU) 

1OO0 


10J5 

Karachi. Dabai (RJ) 

IMS 

Aba Dbabi. Bahrain {RJ) 


17*0 Montreal, New York ( 

lfcll London ( 


(03)314111 83:30 


1*30 FraakfmtfRJ) 

83:38 MmkidCRJ) 


Other nights (Tamnlnal 2) 

1130 Riyadh (add.) (SV 

1330 Cairo (MS^ 

13e2S Riyadh (SU 

1435 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF 

1*35 Rmae(AZ! 

1730 Dubai. Damascus (EIC 

21:40 Parte, Damascus (AF i 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Tarmlnal 1) 

«*«• tSoH(RJ) 


t2M — Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

12sI5 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
12945 Madrid (Rn 


ttH Rmne, Paris fiuj 

XM5 — Geneva, Brands (RJ) 

2U8 Jeddah (RJ) 

2fc3» — Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2k4S Abn Dhabi, DoMfRj) 

22*0 Cairo (RJ) 

22t00 Doha (RJ) 

Othnr Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

8M5 Beam (ME) 

ss— • -rJttg 


Uppcr/kmer price , 
Apple 


Beam 

Cabbage 

Carrot ..... 

CnEDowcr 

Cora ” 

CaewabenOarge) ~ 
Cacmnbea (small) 


Cube 

Grape* 

L emon 

MaBow ..... 

0“oe(dry) 


Okxm’„ 

Pear 

Pepper (hot).... 

Pepper (sweet) . 


Potato 

Radish 


Sweet melon ... 

Ibnaos 
Wanctmdou 


Ob per bf. 
... 600 / 450 
500/450 
450/400 
350 / 300 
120/80 

- 250/200 
v . 240/200 

- 200/150 

- 100/ 60 
210/160 

... 420/ 350 

- 210/150 

- 400 / 250 


800/ 700 
320/220 
220/150 
120/ SO' 
120/ 60 
250/200 
250/200 
450 / 400 
6007500 
600 / 500 
250 / 200 
180/120 
350 / 280 
150/100 
550 / 500 
250/200 
120/ .80 
170./ 120 
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‘forld leaders 
^eet to discuss 
Children 


***, ArfMAN (Petra) — For the first 
*** hv’ioc wer. some 60 world leaders 


J5? k&A not to efeenss politics, bat 
1Ss ®<L^| (fiscass children. 

^ The event, the World Summit 
10 ChMren, provides a unique 
T * aJn&Fw inn»eeedenied opportunity 
’P* 6 ai*u% the woiidT leaders, from all 


Prince Hassan urges 
U.S. Congress to support 

Gulf negotiations 


W the world to discuss children 
^ a»|L nd look into the best means for 
°W loaning than the priority they de- 

Sc ^pe.,4^avtt. 

The conference, held at the 
e ®ooto f Jiriative of Canada, Egypt, Mali, 
v °tk <fcsioo, Pakistan and Sweden, 

- few ims at drawing the world’s atten- 
^njjpo^Ion, at the highest levels, to the 
adc o^fights, concerns and problems of 
of b(S?hadrcn, and at ensuring their 
: ration comnritment to place cbfl- 

dajncn^/lren high on the national agendas 
Jut aid to find the best means for 
si 1 improving their living conditions, 
ical w, The conference, the first of its 
in human history, seeks to 
Vd l*art •** &&&**** priority when draw- 
am>n»^flg up policies and making alloca- 
tciaft‘ ions ' because “they are the fo- 
s (j. leaders -of the world and its 
; ' ffi " derision makers, and as snch they 
yl^Raiould be given the opportun i ty 
L, 1? ^n grow to their foil potential and 
receive the necessary protec- 
.^ion u m time..” 
ot The summit will discuss die 
a ^opportunities available for saving 
±fldren, through cost-effective. 
lUc ®l ^methods, including immrmisa- 
^V^^taon, Oral Rebydration Therapy 
~ N ^ Se(ORT), breast feeding as well as 
;nai ^iatber low cost measures which 
1 tan save die lives of millions of 
" . a kdriktren who die of preventable 
•■S' wauB amas 

“dsp. The Jordanian delegation to 
ithe conference will be beaded by ■ 
'^asstfler Majesty Queen Noor. . 

;': :; ^,000 Indians 
Return home 
i^n EC flights 

s' ' W MMAN (J.T.) — The Enro- 
c an Community (EC) has orga- 
oed ei ght unscheduled flights 
Tipnjrom Queen Alia International 
iiCvUirport to India to transport Indi- 
n evacuees who had been 

y trended in Jordan after arriving 
ere front Kuwait and Iraq. 

A report by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that EC head 


WASHINGTON (Petra) — Has 
Itoyal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, who is now in the Un- 
-ited States, Thursday met with 
members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives’ Foreign Affaire 
Committee to discuss the Gulf 
crisis and Jordan’s efforts to find 
a peaceful se tt l e ment to the issue. 

Prince Hassan called on Con- 
gress members to support direct 
negotiations between Iraq and 
Kuwait as provided for in UJtf. 
Security Council Resolution $60 


so as to find a political settlement 
to the crisis, and stressed that the 
Security Council had hi ghlig hted 
the Arab League’s mediation 
efforts in this issue. 

Later the Prince met separately 
with the chairmen of bouse com- 
mittees responsible for the armed 
forces, the Middle East and 
Europe and of the House of 
Representatives’ Appropriation 

Committee with whom he re- 
viewed developments in the Gulf 


and Jordan’s stand. 

He explained economic diffi- 
culties encountered by Jordan as 
a result of its commitment to the 
sanctions imposed on Iraq in im- 
plementation of Security Council 
Resolution 661. 

Prince Hassan called for 
speedy efforts to end the Gulf 
issue which, be said, has been 
endangering security and peace in 
the Middle East, and said that aO 
the region's issues must be set- 
tled. 


CAA chief says resolution 
670 concerns only cargo 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Queen Alia 
International Airport officials 
said Friday that they had hanrfwt 
three Iraqi Airways flights from 
and to Baghdad, two in the morn- 
ing and one at noon Friday, all 
for the benefit of passengers eva- 
cuating the Gulf region. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times, the airport officials con- 
firmed a statement by the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) direc- 
tor Mahmoud Balqaz that Jordan 
was strictly abiding by U.N. 
Security Council resolution 670 
imposing an air embargo on the 
flight of cargo to and from Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

CAA director said Thursday 
evening that Jordan was allowing 
passenger flights but no cargo 
except for humanitarian ship- 
ments of food and medicine. 

Balqaz told Jordan Television 
that Security Council resolution 


670 covers cargo and not passen- 
ger flights to Baghdad. He said 
that Iraqi Airways planes would 
continue to come to Jordan as 
long as they carry only passengers 
and as long as they are subject to 
inspection. 

Balqaz said that resolution 670 
had been interpreted by various 
countries and the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) as regarding the air 
transportation of cargo, but 
allowing for die flight of passen- 
gers to and from Iraq and 
Kuwait 

The vote for imposing air 
embargo against Iraq was taken 
by the Security Council Wednes- 
day, and Minster of Information 
Ibrahim TmMin said it was dear 
that it applied only to cargo. 


Underlining Jordan’s commit- 
ment to the resolution, TwwWw 
told the Jordan Tunes that Jordan 
realised that the resolution was 
mandatory and the government 
of Jordan would therefore adhere 
to it 

Under resolution 670 the 
Security Council confirmed that 
its sanctions applied to all air- 
craft, and said that states should 
deny permission to any aircraft to 
take off from their territory if the 
aircraft carried cargo, other than 
humanitarian food or medical 
supplies, to Iraq or Kuwait 

It said that states must aim 
deny any aircraft, whatever its 
port of origin, permission to over- 
fly its territory tf its destination 
was Iraq or Kuwait. Exceptions 
are for planes willing to land and 
permit cargo inspection. 


Jordan seeks new agricultural 
strategy to ensure food security 


— ^repatriation of a large number of 

indian nationals on these flights 

: :jv=: nrarsday. 

— Falkowsld was quoted by Petra 
-- ^-is saying that the EC has under- 

;; aken foe task of repatriating 
r ?— ‘ndian nationals by supplying r jr- 
•s- -v i: xaft and that so fax 6,000 ’iave 
■ - L;- fieen repatriated under this prog- 
~ r^jnnme. 


delivers 
message 
Jo Libyan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
JfcSt certain markets for its agri- 
cultural produce in the Gulf, 
-states as a direst negative impact 
of tiie Gulf crisis, but there is no 
need for worry as a new agricultu- 
ral strategy will be adopt. J to 
deal with the situation, according 
to Minister of Agriculture Sulei- 
man ArabiyaL 

“Jordanian exporters have 
complained to the ministry and to 
the Jordanian authorities about 
obstacles they have been meeting 
in marketing their produce, but 
the government will try to find 
alternatives that would help the 
agricultural sector boost its pro- 
duction and increase exports,” 
the minis ter said at a meeting of 
the Higher Agricultural Council 
attended by the ministers of wa- 
ter and irrigation, education and 
municipal and rural affaire and 
the environment. 

The meeting reviewed the role 
of agriculture in Jordan in the 
tight of the Gulf crisis and several 


working papers, submitted by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Uni- 
versity .pf Jordan, the. Agricultu- 
ral Marketing Organisation 
(AMO), the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation and the Jordanian 
Agricultural Engineers’ Associa- 
tion, were reviewed, according to 
a statement following the meeting 
which took place Thursday. 

The working papers empha- 
sised the need for Jordan to have 
anew agricultural strategy to deal 
with the consequences of the Gulf 
crisis, to focus attention on the 
production of strategic crops tike 
cereals and animal feed, to in- 
crease livestock and dairy pro- 
duction and small domestic indus- 
tries, according to the statement 

The working papers, said the 
statement, dealt alro with means 
that could be used for exploiting 
state-owned land, and the pros- 
pects of implementing agricultu- 
ral cropping patterns in rain-fed 
and irrigated regions and to cut 
down on the production of veget- 


ables for the time being. 

According to the minuter, the 
new strategy win take into consid- 
eration all possibilities thar could 
face the agricultural sector in the 
wake of the loss of certain mar- 
kets, especially in the Gulf states, 
and will aim at ensuring food 
security under the present cir- 
cumstances. 

He said that a special food 
security committee had been set 
up to study the present agricultu- 
ral situation, to work in coopera- 
tion with the Higher Agricultural 
Council and to work out agri- 
cultural plans that should be 
ready in a few weeks' time. 

Before the outbreak of the 
Gulf crisis Jordan had expressed 
confidence it would sell JD 140 
million worth of crops to Euro- 
pean and Gulf states during 1990. 
The assumption was based on the 
Kingdom’s total sale of JD S3 
million worth of crops to these 
countries in the first five months 
of 1990. 


Society seeks world support 


■ RIPOLI (Petra) — Speaker of I for peaceful Gulf solution 

't Lower House of Parliament m - 


lleiman Arar, who heads a 
: “vrfanian parliamentary delega- 
s to Libya, has delivered a 
•o^tesage from His Majesty King 
<rauem to the Libyan leader 
jSuammar Qadhafi. 

2 ?At the meeting, which was 
f. tended by the delegation mem- 
ja, the Libyan leader empha- 
ted his support of Jordan’s 
md and urged the Libyan and 
■daman parliaments to coot- 
ggdttte their work in a manner 
^at would bolster ties between 
„e two countries. 

■ s'Arar and the delegation mem- 
as briefed the Libyan leader cm 
rdan’s stand with regard to 

. vetopmems in the region, sires- 

tg on the inherent danger in the 
reign mititaiy presence in the 

, ! rabian peninsula. 

.'Arar is accompanied on the 
St by Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
.ahammad Dardour, Moham- 
„ ‘id Alawneh and Fakhri Kawar. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Society of Physicians for the Pre- 
vention of Nuclear War had sent 
an appeal to the International 
Physicians for the P revention of 
Nuclear War (IPPNW) on Au- 
gust 27 requesting a peaceful 
solution to foe Gulf crisis and an 
imm ediate withdrawal of all fore- 
ign military forces. 

In response the Jordan Society 
of Physicians for the Prevention 
of Nuclear War, received an 
emergency appeal regarding the 
Gulf crisis from Dr. Bernard 
Lown, a Nobel prize bolder of 
1985 for his great efforts and 
contributions towards interna- 
tional peace. Dr, Lown, who is at 
present, foe president of foe 
IFPNW, emphasised in his appeal 
that foe Gulf crisis presents an 

. unprecedented threat to human 
life with the reported presence of 
450 midear warheads on U.S,, 


French, British, and Soviet ves- 
sels. 

In his emergency appeal, Mr. 
Lown says that the presence of 
weapons of destruction 

combined with massive troop 
mobilisations create an explosive 
tim e bomb awaiting detonation. 

Dr. Lown calls on all IPPNW 
affiliates to obtain declaration 
and statements from moral, reli- 
gious, spiritual political, and 
cultural leaders from every coun- 
try to give active support in order - 
to avert a catastrophe in the Gulf, 
and these leaders should appeal 
in their declarations to foe lead- 
ers of foe U.S. France, Great 
Britain, the USSR, and foe Gulf 
region to; 


1. Remove all nuclear weapons 
from the region immediately. 

2. Publicly pledge to no use of 
any weapon of mass destruction 
in foe region. 

3. To support 1 foe U.N. and 
rely upon a negotiated and medi- 
ated settlement of the current 
crises as foe only humane, moral, 
and life-preserving act of consci- 
ence and responsible states- 
manship. 

These declarations should dear- 
ly identify the author, his/her 
position, and address (Nobel 
laureates, church and reli gi ons 
leaders, artists, writers, athletes, 
statesmen and women, medical 
school deans). 


Charity helps refugees 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

)*folkmmg}&in&aie compiled from 

*<b3y Ante press. Readers are advuxd to verify the bsted 

’«e and place with foe concerned mstituoaos. 

exhibitions 

I 

\ £d Orde, apporite Rosenthal Ck30- W* * Bd 3 
•»d Raaearch Centre, Jabel Arena*- 

Plastic art exhibition at the Jbntan Plastic Art Aarodsaoe. 


AMMAN (Petra)*— Jordan Cari- 
tas Society has provided 5.000 
blankets, 500 tents in addition to, 
daily meals to evacuees in 
Ruweished, Azraq, Andatos and 
Marj A1 Hamam camps, the soci- 
ety director Mousa Adcli said 
Thursday. 

In an interview with the Jorda- 
nian News Agency, Petra, Adefi 
said that the society has contri- 
buted JD 100,000 towards foe 
construction of social service un- 
its in Madaba district, that is 40 
j per cent of the total costs of the 
| units. The remaining costs were 
provided by Queen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund. 

Adefi added that foe society 
j contributed JD 350,000 to 
partly finance costs of construe-. 


tiou of social service centres in 
Msfraq Governors te. He noted 
that Caritas Jordan works m dose 
cooperation with other voluntary 
societies m Jordan, and that it is 
helping support more than 1,000 
poor families in various parts of 
Jordan. 

On the establishment of Cari- 
tas in Jordan Adeh said th»t it 
was established in 1967 after foe 
June war of 1967, with foe aim of 
providing relief aid to the dis- 
placed and needy people. 
However, be noted, the society 
organises rehabilitation activities 
for women, such as training 
courses on sewing, embroidery, 
flower arrangement, and hand- 
icrafts. 







Women demonstrate in Amman (within International Red Cron premises) to protest 
Buriy refugee camp la Gaza Strip (photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 


against Israel’s arbitrary measures taken In 


Women stage protest against Israeli 
arbitrary measures in Gaza Strip 


By Sana Atfyeb 

AMMAN — With world atten- 
tion focused on the Gulf crisis, 
a few hundred Jordanian and ■ 
Palestinian women attempted 
to refocus attention on events 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip by staging a sit-in at 
foe International Red Cross 
premises Friday to protest 
against Israel’s arbitrary mea- 
sures in foe occupied territor- 
ies, particularly in foe Gaza 
Strip. 

Some 250 women, many 
dressed in Palestinian embroi- 
dered gowns and black and 
white chequered headdresses, 
sang national songs and yod- 
(fled as others carried banners 
calling attention to foe Palesti- 
nians under Israeli occupation. 

“Yes to the United Nations 
forces to protea the women 
and children of Palestine,” 
“We demand foe trials of 
Israelis who commit daily 
crimes against Palestinian chil- 
dren,” and “Jordanian women 
strongly condemn the brutality 
committed by the hands of 
Zionists against Gazans in foe 
refugee camps,” read some of 
foe banners held up by young 
women. 

The women called on the 
United Nations to send troops 
to die Israeli occupied territor- 
ies to protea Palestinians from 
the occupation authorities'-eol- 


Cabinet 
adopts 
revised 
civil servants 
regulation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
has recently adopted the revised 
civil servants regulation which 
included amendments to the pro- 
visions of foe 1988 regulation. 

The revised regulation was 
drawn up and endorsed by foe 
Cabinet to bridge some of foe 
gaps and shortcomings contained 
in the civil servants regulation no. 

1 for the year 1988. Die revised 
law addressed such issues as fol- 
lowing certain criteria for calcu- 
lating practical experience for the 
employee after obtaining his sci- 
entific degree, according to 
legal advisor of the Ovil Service 
Commission Hflmi A1 Surabi. 

Surabi said foe amendment, 
specifies that the employee can 
get one year raise for every year 
of experience in a government 
job birfore being classified. 

For non-government jobs, be 
said, the employee will get one 
year raise for every two years of 
experience if the employee ac- 
quired his experience in the King- 
dom and the same if acquired it in 
a government job abroad. 

He said foe amendment also 
entitled foe employee to a one- 
year ra»e for every two years of 
experience if be obtains the taw- 
jihi while working at the official 
institution. He said the amend- 
ment includes in the system em- 
ployees who get the tawjihi cer- 
tificate while working ar the in- 
stitution if they were not indnded 
in foe civil servants law no 23 for 
the year 1966. 

Surabi said the amendment 
provides for classifying the em- 
ployee according to the highest 
degree be obtains while a govern- 
ment employee. 

The ame n d m ent also provides 
for including employees who are 
transferred into the dvil servants' 
system and for preserving their 
rights, Surabi said. The transfer- 
red employee, Surabi added pas- 
ses into foe dvil servants system 

with the same salary and in foe 
same class be used to occupy 
before foe transfer if be does Dot 
have the tawjihi certificate. 


leefive punishment. In a peti- 
tion read out by the President 
of foe Palestinian Women Fed- 
eration Issam Abdul Hath, the 
women demanded immediate 
action by foe international 
community to protect Palesti- 
nian human rights. 

The sit-in, organised by 
women organisations in Jor- 
dan, was mainly to protest 
against foe Israeli measures 
taken against foe Palestinians 
in foe Bureij refugee camp in 
Gaza in foe last ten days. After 
an Israeli reserve soldier was 
killed in the camp, foe Israeli 
authorities have cracked down 
hard on the residents of the 
camp with collective punish- 
ment. 

According to foe petition 
addressed to the U.N. 
secretary-general, Israeli De- 
fence Minister Moshe Arens 
approved to deport “the 
suspects,” and to demolish 32 
houses, shoops and gas stations 
in Bureij camp, whidi has been 
under a ten-day curfew. 

“The cruel suppression cam- 
paign continues for the ninth 
day while Bureij remains iso- 
lated from the rest of foe world 
and foe camp is running short 
of food supplies and milk for 
children,” the petition stated. 

“The Israeli authorities have 
used foe killing of foe Israeli 
soldier, who was attacked by 
foe residents of Bureij refugee 


camp after his car hit two 
Palestinian children, to launch 
an unprecedented barbaric 
suppression campaign against 
foe people of the Gaza Strip 
since 1967,” Abdul Hadi said, 
reading foe petition. 

Abdul Hadi said that accord- 
ing to one resident who was 
able to leave the camp, the 
situation there had become tra- 
gic. The petition quoted the 
Gazn as saying: “after Irving 
under occupation for 23 years 
and witnessing many painful 
tragedies, the practices of 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens' soldiers have 
been most savage. They repre- 
sent the peak of the tragedies 
that have befallen us.” 

Abdul Hadi added that foe 
witness, resident of Bureij 
camp, reported collective 
punishment methods, includ- 
ing the rape of women, break- 
ing bones of Palestinians, des- 
truction of property and throw- 
ing out furniture in the streets. 

The women called on im- 
mediate dispatch of interna- 
tional supervision missions to 
foe occupied territories to car- 
ry out investigations into foe 
“crimes perpetrated against 
foe Palestinians In foe Bureij 
camp and foe Palestinian hu- 
man rights and to put an end to 
the ongoing suppression.” 

The petition stated that 
Israeli practices constituted a 


“blatant violation of human 
rights and foe Fourth Geneva 
Convention, and a flagrant 
challenge to the international 
community.” 

“Israel is defying the inter- 
national community’s will and 
violates all the international 
conventions and laws, and it 
practices terrorism and repres- 
sion against foe Palestinian 
people. The Israeli anfoorities 
are encouraged by the political 
support and cover provided by 
consecutive American govern- 
ments in contrast to the stria 
measures taken a gama Iraq,” 
foe petition said. 

The women demanded that 
foe dispatch of U.N. troops to 
protea Palestinians under 
Israeli occupation must be fol- 
lowed by the convening of an 
international peace conference 
to find a solution to the Palesti- 
nian people’s plight. 

The women stated thar the 
conference should find solu- 
tions “to end Israeli occupa- 
tion and enable the Palesti- 
nians to return and exercise 
self-determination, and foe 
establishment of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state in their 
national homeland.” 

The crowd, who chanted 
pro-Palestinian and pro-Iraqi, 
anti-Israeli and anti-American 
slogans, also demanded that 
solving foe Gulf crisis be linked 
with foe Palestinian issue. 


Jordan’s embassy continues to 
operate in Riyadh with reduced staff 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's Ambassa- 
dor to Saudi Arabia Nasser A1 
Baraineh, who returned to Am- 
man Thursday after being recal- 
led by the Jordanian government, 
says be could go back to Riyadh 
any moment at foe request of foe 
Foreign Ministry in Amman and 
affirmed in a telephone interview 
with foe Jordan Times Friday that 
be was still head of foe Jordanian 
mission which continues to oper- 
ate with a reduced staff. 

Batameh was recalled Tuesday 
in protest against the closure of 
Jordan’s military attache's office 
in Riyadh and an enforced cut 
down in foe number of Jordan’s 

14,483 cross 
into Jordan 
1 6,31 9 leave 
Thursday 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
14,483 people have crossed into 
Jordan Thursday through various 
border posts, while 16,319 eva- 
cuees left, according to border 
police sources. 

The sources said that 9,407 
persons crossed into Jordan 
through Ruweished border post, 
including 866 Jordanians, 2,941 
Arab nationals and 5,600 fore- 
igners. The sources said that 
7,352 Arab nationals and 6,237 
foreigners left Thursday. 

Aqaba Pott sources said Thurs- 
day that 568 Sudanese people left 
by sea and air Thursday, The 
sources said that foe number of 
people who left through Aqaba 
Port since the beginning of last 
week totalled 8,026. 

Aqaba District Governor Quf- 
tan A1 Majajj said that some 
1,032 Sudanese nationals were 
still waiting in a transient camp 
along Aqaba shore, and that con- 
tacts were underway with the 
Sudanese officials to arrange for 
repatriating them. 

To help alleviate the problems 
encountered as a result of foe 
daily influx of evacuees into Jor- 
dan, a Dutch cargo plane, loaded 
with blankets, soap bars, candles 
and canned foods, donated by foe 
Dutch Red Cross Society landed 
at Queen AHa International Air- 
rt Thursday. 


diplomats stationed in Saudi Ara- 
bia. The Foreign Ministry here 
had described foe Saudi move as 
unjustified. 

Bataineh told foe Jordan Tunes 
that a total of 24 diplomats and 
attaches will have to leave within 
a week’s time in response to foe 
Saudi Arabian request, leaving a 
total of 10 staff members behind. 

“Jordan's embassy in Riyadh is 
only to have four staff members 
plus foe ambassador, and foe 
Jordanian consulate in Jeddah is 
to have a similar number, in 
accordance with foe Saudi re- 
quest,” Bataineh said. 

He said that as a result of foe 
Saudi Arabian request Jordan 
will have no cultural, military and 
labour attaches left in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

■ Bataineh estimates foe total 
number of Jordanian expatriates 
working in Saudi Arabia at 
200,000, they, be said, are still 


working there and to date no- 
thing happened to obstruct their 
presence in Saudi Arabia. 

He said that Jordan's decision 
to recall him to Amman was 
a manifestation of protest against 
Riyadh’s moves, but he hoped 
that this measure would be only 
temporary and he would be ready 
to return to his post as soon as be 
is requested by foe Jordanian 
government. 

Minister of Information Ibra- 
him Tzzeddm said Wednesday the 
recalling of foe Jordanian ambas- 
sador did not mean a break in 
diplomatic relations with Riyadh, 
and “Amman does not plan to 
take a tit-for-tat measure.” 

The Saudi move to expel 
Jordanian diplomats was coupled 
with a cut off in oil supplies to 
Jordan after Riyadh churned that 
Jordan had faded to settle out- 
standing dues, totalling $46 mil- 
lion. 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 

MINISTRY OF WATER AND IRRIGATION/ 
WATER AUTHORITY 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 
TENDER NO. 18/90/SP 
SUPPLY OF BLACK STEEL PIPES 

1. The Water Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan has received a Joan from the World Bank in 
various currencies towards the cost of the Water and 
Sewerage Project and it is intended that part of the 
proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible 

• payments under the contracts for the purchase of 30 
km 8’' and 12 km 12" Black Steel Pipes. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the supply of Black Steel Pipes. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further informa- 
tion from and inspect the documents at the office of the 
Secretary General of the Water Authority, Shmeisani, 
P.O. Box 2412. Amman, Jordan. Telephone 680100 
Telex 22439 JO, Fax 679143. 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purch- 
ased by an eligible bidder on submission of a written 
application to the above address and the payment of 
non-refund able fee of JD 200. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the 

amount(s) specified in the Conditions of Contract and 
must be delivered to the above office not later than 
1200 hours, Jordan local time, on Saturday 20/10/ 
1990 * 

Eng. Mutazz Belbelsl 
Secretary General 
Water Authority * 
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Children deserve 
our best 

WORLD attention is Focusing nowadays on the United 
Nations headquarters, where some 70 world leaders will be 
meeting today for tine first time in human history to discuss 
one subject only — children. 

The world summit for children, origin ally c alled for by 
the United Nations Children’s Fond (UNICEF), provides a 
unique opportunity for world leaders to unite around one 
goal, which is childr en — tomorrow’s world and the future 
leaders and derision-makers. 

The summit is aimed at placing children high on the 
political agenda and giving them the priority they deserve 
when drawing op national policies or making financial 
allocations and ensuring their protection at all times. The 
summit, coming at a crucial time when the children of Iraq 
and Palestine are denied their baric rights to food, milk and 
education, and when children of Lebanon and Sudan are 
killed by armed mnnseta or by famine, is called upon to 
ensure that the decisions made by the great powersdo not hit 
the chil dren of the poor and the most vulnerable. 

The summit, which seeks to put an end to the sufferings of 
Hiininns of chil dren and end the daily carnage of thousands 
of children who die needlessly because of preventable 
causes, should also address the effects of political derisions 
taken under the U.N. umbrella on the children of the world. 
In this regard, we can recall the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Children, which was adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly in November 1969. The 
convention stressed among other things the right of every 
child to food, water, health services, education and develop- 
ment. Despite this, Pa^stinian children are still denied the 
right to education through the repeated closure of schools 
and educational institutions in the-occupied territories. They 
are also denied the right to grow np naturally, away from 
the fears and pressures of occupation. 

Iraqi children are now denied the right to have enough 
food and milk, yet the world has not stepped forward to 
rectify their plight. 

It is hoped that this summit would come up with concrete 
results and world- wide commitment to protect all children, 
in good and bad times without any regard to their colour, 
sex, religion, or their countries’ political stands on various 
issues. 

Children should be spared all these problems and 
concerns, and should be kept away from the dispates of the 
world of adults. ChBdrea should be allowed to live in peace 
think freely and develop naturally, enjoying their foil rights 
to dignified living. 


A1 Ra’i Friday called on the U.N. General Assembly to free itself 
of U.S. hegemony and to direct its attention towards solving the 
Palestine question as well as the Gulf crisis. The paper said that by 
linking the two issues in his initiative Saddam Hussein has 
displayed to the world that Iraq was for international legitimacy 
and not opposed to the will of the United Nations bat that the 
United States is doing otherwise. The paper noted that the United 
States is watching Israel committing terrorist compaigos in the 
occupied Gaza Strip, but is doing nothing to stop the aggressors. 
James Baker who has been bragging about justice and interna- 
tional legitimacy is watching the Palestinian homes being de- 
molished and the Israeli ocs.ii nation authorities co mmittin g mass 
atrocities against the Palestinian people without raising his voice 
to demand a halt to the persecution of the Palestinian civilians, 
the paper added. Iraq was right when it called on the United 
Nations to deal with all the problems of the Middle East because 
international legitimacy should not be divisible and selective, and 
Baghdad was right in demanding that Security Council resolutions 
adopted in 1967 should be implemented so that the problems of 
the Middle East can be settled, the paper noted. It said that the 
United Nations should now seek to convene an international 
conference which can supervise the implementation of all these 
resolutions if peace is to be achieved in our region. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily says that uot-Jewish voices in Europe 
and the United States do not advocate war in the Gulf because 
they realise too well that war is bound to bring about untold losses 
for the United States and its interest in that region. Tareq 
Marar w c h says that Jewish voices in Europe and the United 
States were quick to oppose a peace plan for the Gulf crisis as 
submitted by the French president to the United Nations because 
they do not want a peaceful settlement. The Europeans and 
Japanese realise that the sharp rise in the price of oil is bound to 
strangle their industries and cause economic recession in Europe 
and Japan, and they also realise that the massing of troops in the 
Gulf can by no means force the Iraqis to withdraw from Kuwait, 
says the writer. He notes that Mitterrand has come up with his 
plan to safeguard peace and ensure the safety of European 
interests, something which is not to the taste of the Zionists in the 
United States. Should Iraq launch a war and succeed in driving 
away the enemy, the interests of the United States and its allies in 
the region will he in deep trouble, and should the Iraqi attack foil, 
at least the oil fields will be devastated and it will take long yean 
to reconstruct them, Masarweh adds. He says in any case, and 
without a peace plan that can safeguard the interests of all parties 
to the conflict, the losses will be great for the United States and its 
allies. 

A1 Dsstour daily said that the anti-American demonstrations in 
Tehran and other Iranian dries display dearly dial the Arabs and 
Muslims can by no means accept foreign occupation of the holy 
lands in the Arabian peninsula. The paper said that the renewed 
call by Iran on Muslims to wage a holy war on the Americans and 
their allies is a renewed manifestation of the wrath of the M uslim* 
of the world in the light of the current situation in the Gulf and the 
deployment of foreign forces and Israeli troops to launch attack 
on -a Muslim nation. 


Israel fails to see reality 


By Izzat Dajani 

"WE are all stubborn stiff- 
necked people” was Teddy 
Kollek's best explanation to 
Israel's claims over Arab East 
Jerusalem. Mr. Kollek, the 
Israeli mayor of Jerusalem, is a 
witness to the fact that Palesti- 
nians born under occupation 
are the very ones demanding 
Israel’s withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab territories. 
Their legitimate demands stem 
from their aspirations to ex- 
press their identity in a Palesti- 
nian state with East Jerusalem 
as its capital. However, 
Palestinian rights, aspirations 
and legitimate demands are 
constantly challenged and 
ignored by Israel. 

The Arab-Israeli conflict in 
general, and the Palestinian- 
Jewish conflict over Palestine 
in particular, has been going 
on for over 40 years, since the 
state of Israel was created. The 
conflict is characterised by fear 
and mistrust. The Israelis claim 
not to trust the Palestinians as 


being truly committed to 
peace. They mistrust the PLO, 
its ability and credibility in 
enforcing a peaceful settlement 
upon the Palestinian people 
and the various functions with- 
in the Palestinian movement. 
Sadly, they refuse to admit the 
legitimacy of the PLO as the 
sole representative of the 
Palestinians. 

In return, the Palestinians 
are more familiar than others 
with Israel and Israeli policy. 
They are witnesses and victims 
of Israeli aggression and ex- 
pansionist policy in the area. 

Palestinian renunciation of ter- 
rorism is rewarded by state- 
sponsored terrorism by Israel 
itself. This is best demons- 
trated by Israel’s intervention- 
ist policies in Lebanon, Tunisia 
and the Arab World at large. 
Israel has self-appointed itself 
the “police man" of the region 
when itself is the convict. 

While both sides emphasise 
the rhetoric of mistrust and 
fear, the Israelis fail to address 
the issue of reality. The 


Coup rumours 
fuelled by unrest 
in Soviet army 


By Robert Evans Since late 1989, the top hierar- 

Rcuter chy’s concern over the perceived 

threat to their position as one of 
MOSCOW — The red-faced col- the pillars of the Communist sys- 
onel glared down the hall at the has been compounded by the 
prime minister of the Russian «>Uapse of the Kremlin’s former 
federation and almost spat out his European empire, 
message: “Don’t you dare raise Echoing hard-line Communist 
your hand against our glorious figuros now eased from most 
armed forces." power power positions by 

The incident last week at a Mikhail Gorbachev, one senior 
meeting between the radical lead- g enera L Albert Makashov, told a 
ers of the Soviet Union's major Communist Party conference this 
republic and the country's milit- summer that the president s fore- 
ary hierarchy was one of many *8° P°hcies had left the country 
over the past few months fuelling °P en t0 aggression, 
rumours that the army might be Makashov, who commands the 
considering a coup. Ural military district where many 

Defence Minister Marshal defence plants are located be- 
Dmitry Yazov has publicly de- came a her0 among both political 
nied that the armed forces and and military conservatives, while 
any such intentions, and both radicals wondered why Gor- 
Soviet analysts and foreign diplo- bachev took no action against 
mats say they doubt even the __ 


most hard-line generals could be 
eyeing the coup option 


It was one of his senior officers. 
Colonel Anatoly Kutukov. who 



“They are unhappy at what ^d the warning to Russian 
they see as growing disorder and Minister Ivan Silayev at 

the threat of a break-up of the , meetm g. attended 

country," said an official of the ^ by Yazov and almost the 
Communist Party’s central com- entire hierarchy of the army, air 
mittee. “But it’s a long way from ^ orc T nav y- 
that to thinking about a takeov- “Do not touch the military- 
cr industrial complex. Do not seek 

cuts in defence spending.” Kutu- 
' kov told Silayev, whose govern- 

ment is pushing ahead with a 
“Over the past few 500-day programme to rescue the 

weeks Moscow milit- crisis-ridden economy and switch 

weexs, moscow mini- it to a markcl system. 

ary commentators have The central Soviet parliament 

pointed to the rapid is Still agonising over theintroduc- 

A mun'Min hniMnn of «*« programme for the 

American buildup in entire country. It sets a reduction 

the Gulf following of 20 per cent in expenditure on 
Iraq’s invasion- Of the aimed forces as a key mea- 
__ a sure to slash a huge government 

Kuwait as evidence that budget deficit. 

the U.S. remains a real Kutukov, Rodionov and other 

potential threat to the notary figures argue that the 

Soviet Union’s secnr- ?' wl - United 

aoYiet union s secnr states, maintains an offensive 

Hy.” posture towards the Soviet Union 

despite agreement between Gor- 
bachev and President George 
1 Budi that the cold war is over. 

But there is no doubt that Over the past few weeks. Mos- 
unrest is growing throughout the cow military commentators have 
Soviet officer corps as the country also pointed to the rapid Axner- 
slides from the rigid political and ican buildup in the Gulf following 
economic system of seven de- Iraq's invasion of Kuwait as evi- 
cades towards the type of chaotic dence that the U.S. remains a 
free-for-all abhorred by any milit - real potential threat to the Soviet 


“Over the past few 
weeks, Moscow milit- 
ary commentators have 
pointed to the rapid 
American buildup in 
the Gulf following 
Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait as evidence that 
the U.S. remains a real 
potential threat to the 
Soviet Union’s secur- 
ity.” 


ary mind. 

“When are they going to stop 


Union's security. 

But with the opening of Soviet 


this mocking of the army and of society under Gorbachev's re- 
our mighty state?” demanded forms, a new type of officer has 
Igor Rodionov, head of the emerged at all levels in the armed 
armed forces general staff forces ready to speak out against 
academy in an article this month the views and behaviour of the 
in the Russian nationalist journal entrenched hierarchy. 

Molodaya Gvardiya. Many have won elections to the 

General Rodionov’s outburst. Soviet parliament, the Supreme 
like many others from senior Soviet, and to the legislatures of 
military figures over the past the country's 15 republics, emerg- 
ycar, was sparked by an increas- ing as supporters of radical 
ing volume of criticism in the change throughout society as well 
free-wheeling Soviet media of the as in the armed forces. 


army and the way it conducts its 
affaire. 


A surge of coup speculation 
over the past two weeks came 


Journalists and deputies to the amid charges from some of these 
Soviet parliament have accused officers that para troop units with 
the military hierarchy of a wide full gear were moved to Moscow 
range of offences ranging from in mid-September as public un- 
all owing institutionalised bullying rest grew in the capital over food 


to outright corruption. 

This week a disillusioned 


shortages. 

Yazov and other senior figures 


general told one Moscow weekly dismiss the radical officers, many 
he had been pensioned off at 48 of whom have been forced out of 
as deputy commander of the the armed forces, as a handful of 
"Country's air defence f or ces for troublemakers. But even Corn- 
arguing with Yazov on how to munist officials say they reflect a 
prevent flight accidents killings wider mood. 


many young pilots. 


'Even among the younger 


Accustomed at least since the generals there is a recognition 
mid-1960s TW h^lirtiiig 1 as a state- -ffbM the old days are gone," said a 
within-a-state where any public senior party member. "Even if 
discussion of their activities was some of the hard-liners thought 
barred on the grounds of security, about a coup, I doubt that they 
the armed forces have not taken could bring their colleagues with 
kindly to the new days. . them." 


Palestinians have moved many 
steps forward in recognising 
reality and making it dominate 
their fears. They accepted the 
call for an international peace 
conference to implement a fin- 
al settlement in accordance 
with U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338. 
Meanwhile. Israel fails, or 
worse still refuses to see real- 
ity, It refuses to deal with the 
PLO. In insists on the right to 
appoint its “own" Palestinian 
negotiators. It wants peace 
while keeping the occupied ter- 
ritories. Israel's idiosyncrasy is 

best expressed in the saying: 

baking one's own cake and 
eating it. 

While Israel ignores the 
Palestinian paradigm of facing 
one's own reality, the peace 
process, per se, remains futile. 
Palestinians of all ages and 
from both sexes are constantly 
and routinely being humiliated 
by the Israeli occupying forces. 
Homes are being levelled to 
the ground for ridiculous and 
false accusations. People are 


being imprisoned without trial 
and routinely deported. The 
harshest economic and social 
measures are being enforced 
upon the Palestinians. To this 
grossly inhuman behaviour, 
the U.S. administration choSe 
to ignore congressional calls 
for cutting aid to Israel, the 
country that in accordance to 
.American laws violates human 
rights. Instead it continues to 
contribute $10 million daily to 
the state of Israel. Isn't this 
American double staudard? 
And if not, then America is 
contributing to inhumanity and 
injustice and is losing money, 
taxpayers' money, that could 
be spent on many worthy 
causes. 

In a recent Rand study, it 
was concluded that the Arab- 
Israeli conflict can only be re- 
solved by creating a Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and 
Gaza. It urged both Israel and 
the United States to accept this 
“inevitable compromise.” 
Israeli opposition to Palesti- 
nian statehood could prove 


very costly and' endanger 
Israeli “security" in the long 
term, the report concluded. It 
may be appropriate to add in 
this context that Israel is a 
victim of its “surprise” victor- 
ies in its wars with the Arab 
neighbours. It is suffering from 
an ailment best described as 
“superiority complex.” This 
led to its intransigence where- 
by it is pushing rts luck beyond 
the threshold of Arab dignity 
and tolerance. There need not 
be a reminder that the Arab 
World never chose Israel as its 
neighbour. Israel should never 
forget or ignore this fact and 
must hitherto come to better 
terms with itself and envision 
its future realistically. 

In a recent speech, at Har- 
vard Law School, retired 
General Yehoshafat Harkabi, 
reflected his dismay with 
Israel's altitude towards peace. 
Harkabi, a former chief of 
Israeli military intelligence, 
and currently a professor at 
Hebrew University, said it 
would be foolish and short- 


sighted for Israelis to think and 
assume that only they have 
rights over Jerusalem. He 
stressed that it was in Israel's 
interest to realise that it was 
not a custodian of the Christian 
and Muslim holy places. It 
simply cannot have peace with- 
out trading it for land, includ- 
ing the land of East Jerusalem. 

Unfortunately, Israelis 
assume more positive, moder- 
ate and sensible realistic atti- 
tudes when they are not in 
public office and are not 
answerable to their constituen- 
cies and voters. Peace .will be- 
come more of a reality when 
those in office, including 
Mayor Kollek, start speaking 
the “language” of General 
Harkabi, or more appropriate- 
ly. Professor Harkabi. 

Still we are left with the 
constant reminder, best ex- : 
pressed by a Jordanian diplo- 
mat, that hte only peace Israel 
seems to understand is a piece 
of Jordan, a piece of Syria and 
a piece of Lebanon. 


‘More responsibility not. more power* 


By Ton Heneghaaa 

Reuter 

BONN — Only a few weeks ago, 
nervous neighbours were asking 
whether a unified Germany 
would become a fourth reich, a 
continental colossus or an arro- 
gant world power too big for its 
allies. 

Then Iraq tookover Kuwait 
and the Germans — wary of 
military action after their Nazi- 
scarred past — stood bade as the 
West rushed troops and ships to 
the Gulf. 

Suddenly there were urgent 
calls for Bonn to send money, 
equipment and even soldiers. A 
Soviet expert on German affairs 
suggested Ing power status for the 
new state with a permanent seat 
on die United Nations Security 
Council. 

The Oct. 3 merger of East and 
West Germany is coming so fast 
that neither the Germans, nor 
their : neighbours are' sure” yet* 
what role' the' itomqMtoted stat£ e 
wfl] play. 

The new Germany, in many 
respects and enlargement of 
Bonn's pro- Western federal re- 
public, will be Europe’s richest 
country and second only to the 
Soviet Union in population. 

Its voice will be beard around 
die globe. Its chancellor win be 
one of the world's most influen- 
tial men and its currency one of 
the strongest. 

But how win the people who 
twice in this century fought and 
failed to dominate Europe use 
their new-found power? 

Cautiously, most Germans say. 

“There cannot be another Ger- 
man reich. just as there cannot be 
another Spanish empire or 
another far-flung British colonial 
empire’', says Goto Mann, one of 
Germany’s leading historians. 

“(The new Germany) will not 
be a military big power, because 
it does not want to be one and it 
would not make sense to be one. 
European civilisation — and this 
goes for America and Russia as 
well — has simply grown out of 
the age of wars". 

“It will be an economic world 


power”. 

Helmut Kohl, the Bonn chan- 
cellor who seized every chance to 
hasten a merger as East Berlin’s 
communist system collapsed, fre- 
quently reminds Germans they 
wiD have to be model Europeans 
to dispel foreign doubts about 
them. 

"Some people are whispering 
‘the Germans have gotten too 
strong 1 , he said last week. There' 
is no other way to fight these 
fears than to make a convincing 
•contribution to European in- 
tegration”’. 

In his hesitant response to the 
.Gulf crisis. Kohl announced he 
wanted to change the constitution 
so a united Germany could send 
troops outside the NATO area. 

But opinion polls show a 
majority of Germans oppose any 
military involvement overseas 
and Kohl was careful to spell out 
that troops could only be sent on 
U.N.-approved missions^.- . . 

In aJ^wto^eassureMaicow, 
Kohl agreed to cut Germany's 
armed forces to 370,000 men, 
keep NATO troops off former 
East German soil and renounce 
nuclear arms. 

His Foreign Minister, Hans- 
Dietricfa Genscher, has begun to 
set the tone of future German 
diplomacy by saying unity means 
“more responsibility, not more 
power”. 

In a policy speech last week, be 
went into great detail about Ger- 
many’s ties to the West — espe- 
cially within the EC and NATO 
— and its growing relations with 
reforming Eastern Europe. 

But apart from reaffirming 
Bonn’s dose ties to the United 
States, he said almost nothing 
about the rest of the world. The 
Gulf crisis went unmentioned. 

“It is in the Germans’ interest 
to be tiie best Europeans possi- 
ble", said a French delegate at a 
summit between Kohl and Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand in 
Munich last week. 

“The EC reintegrated them, 
they became the most powerful 
member of the group and now 
they are growing even bigger”, be 
said. “They have no reason to 


dump, their policy”. transform East Germany and 

While re mainin g pro-Euro- help Moscow withdraw its troops 
pwm a united Germany strad- were only part of the final bill for 
ditng the old cold war divide will umfication. 
ak«v encourage the community to “The payoff wiD come a few 
look towards the ex-communist years later when the East catches 
east. up with the West”. 

The Germans are already the The most visible change after 
main traders financiers for Oct. 3 will be Germany’s size and 
countries such as the Soviet Un- shape. It will have 78 million 
ion, Poland, Chechoslovakia and people, far above Britian, France 
Hungary, now taming West after and Italy in the 55 to 57 million 
decades of co mmun is t isolation, range. 

“A united Germany must stand 

up for these nm g hh nn ra in the A third bigger than West Ger- 
East”, rays Kohl's Foreign Policy many atone, it will still be the 
Adviser Horst Tettsduk. smallest “greater Germany” in 

“The result could be... a history — the German empire 
Europe of free de m oc ra tic s frfr* Bismarck forged in 1871 stretch- f 
with the ww economic order ed across half of present-day Po- 
■iui currency... to a un- land to Lithuania and included 

ited Europe with a federal struc- Fiance's Alsace-Lorraine area, 
tore at the end of the road”. Mann, son of novelist Thomas 
Despite general - support for Mann, noted the new Germany 
these goals, the leaders of a un- would be only two-thirds the size 
tied Germany may need several of the country he was bom in 
years to tackle the domestic prob- back in 1909. 
kmKunification wiD bring before 117 ! 4 “My God/bdw big it was then, 
taking a decisive lead on' the how far it stretched... mcompara- 
intemational front. My farther than today”, thehisto- 

“Gennany will be weaker at nan mused in a radio interview, 
firs, not stronger”, a Eu rop e an “But that is all gone and we must 
diplomat said. He said the bil- took to the future and not the 
hons of (dollars) pledged so far to past”. 
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LETTERS 


Some mid-crisis thoughts 


To the Editor:- 


The following points are not intended as lessons or even tips for 
the uninitiated (are there still any of those around?) Rather, they 
are meant just as simple reminders: 

1. The minute a state accepts the first foreign aid dollar, it has* 
kissed its sovereignty good-bye. 

2. Just like English law . international law is open for everyone 
like the Savoy Hotel. 

3. America’s “friends” in the Middle East are on really very 
short leashes. 

4. Unde Sam is still tethered by the same very short leash to Tel 
Aviv. 

5. Some Arab- Arab animosities are more intense than some 
Arab-Israeli ones. 

6. One of the sources of international law is the practices of 
“civilised” nations. Jesus! 

7. A good precedent for the present crisis is the Korean war. 

8. Watching Henry Kissinger give his “expert opinion” on the 
Gulf crisis, I couldn’t help sighing “God, political ‘science' is 
going down the drains, after linguistics, education and econo- 
mics." 

9. Some circles have expressed dissatisfaction with the way the 
crisis has been dealt with in the Jordanian press. Man, democracy 
is a two-way street. 

10. The U.S. as a democracy has no control over what is said 
and written in its press. The cen s ori ng is done in Tel Aviv. 

11. Why shouldn’t Israel stay put, when Unde Sam is doing all 
the work and sending its national debt into the quadrillion 
bracket? 

12 . George couM bomb his creditors out of exmence if they get 
too pushy.’ He may dub tinf bombing cam paign "debt shield.” 

13. But first be has to persuade his creditors to foot the bill for 
this shield. 

14. A cashier in a California supermarket once intimated to me 


that the U.S. should have a national lottery to pay the national 
debt. 

15. Maybe George got wind of the cashier’s proposaL 

16. 1 really can’t see why George has sent his troops to the Gulf. 
One possible explanation could run as follows: Geoige consulted 
Ron who, thumping his desk furiously, asked Nancy what could 
be done about those goddamn Iranians. 

17. Not bothering to correct Ron, Nancy decided to check with 
his astrologer in S.F. 

18. S.F. relayed the message to Tel Aviv through TV Guide’s 
Embexg of Santa Barabara. 

19- die most cynical American should be prepared to 
admit that Saddam Hussein has at least one point to his credit: he 
does not maintain a $60 billion personal bank account! The 
former Emir of Kuwait still does. Other members of his family 
maintain slightly less than that. Poor things! 

20. This is money none of them has worked for. 

21. Saddam in one sense is out to get a bunch of crooks. 

22. The U.S. is out to protect just this bunch. 

23. Pro-rated to U.S. population, $60 billion would be the 

of a cool four trillion dollars of taxpayer money. 
°* ^ eor 8 e amassing such an account! Wouldn’t you 

dial 911? 

25. Starving Iraq? children is not a suitable response for Iraq’s 
takwver of Kuwait. There is simply no logical relationship. 

26. Taking hostages is unbearably cruel. Driving an otherwise 
normal person to take hostages is nefarious. 

, . 2 7- Ge orge is so impossible! He wants Iraq to fight tins war on 
ms own terms. 

28. George ran kiss good-bye his chances for a second term. No 
matter what the outcome of this crisis, he will be one of its 
o utstanding losers. 

America, and its entourage of European and other 
Name withheld upon request 
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Berlin struggles to regain 
role as German capital 


By Andrew Gnmbel 

Reuter 

EAST B ER LIN — For 45 yeajs 
of cold war, Berlin was the capital 
neither Germany could ever quite 
have. 

The city's division after Worid 
War II prevented East or West 
from laying full claim to a metro- 
polis the history, size and cosmo- 
politan feel of which were un- 
rivalled in either Germany. 

Now at last Berlin has come in 
from the cold. Politicians, 
businessmen and tourists are 
storming this Prussian city of 
nearly four mflBon on the spree. 

From October 3 it win be the 
official capital of a miffed Ger- 
many, as it was from the age of 
Bismarck until the demise of Hit- 
ler's Third Reich. 

Again it can aspire to its 1920s 
reputation as the vibrant centre 
of Europe, described by novelist 
Conrad Alberti as “like alcohol, 
morphine, cocaine, exciting, in- 
spiring, relaxing, deadly: a world 
city.” 

Or can it? 

Four decades of division can- 
not be erased at a stroke. East 
and West may cease to be politic- 
al terms after unification, but- 
Berlin will continue to look and 
feel like two distinct [daces for 
years. 

The west’s smart apartment 
blocks and busy boulevards look 
incongruous next to the shabby 
tenements and run-down factor- 
ies of the east. There are still 
frustratingly few telephone and 


road links, and they arc over- 
loaded most of the time. 

"The ceremonies on October 3 
are just for the politicians. Uni- 
fication on the ground will only 
get under way after that*" a 
tourism official said. The wall 
may be gone, but psychological 
barriers persist. 

Berlin is still having to fight for 
its right to be a full capital. The 
problem this time is not ideolo- 
gical rivalry but a small town on 

the Rhine. 

Bonn, unkindly mdoiamed the 
“federal village,” has served as 
West German capital since 1949 
cm the understanding that it was 
merely dep u tis in g for Berlin. 

Bonn’s Mayor Hans Daniels 
told Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev as much, months be- 
fore Communism collapsed in the 
East last year. Now, with his back 
to the wall, he is talcing a very 
different line. 

Daniels argues that moving the 
government to traditionally leftist 
Berlin will overcentralise Ger- 
many, erode its federal structure, 
and cost up to 100 billion marks 
(S64 billion). Several of West 
Germany's powerful state pre- 
miers, fearful for their preroga- 
tives, share his misgivings. 

Conservative Bonn, which has 
grown faster as capital than in any 
other time in its 2,000-year his- 
tory, won a breathing space when 
the unity treaty between the two 
Germanys named Berlin as capit- 
al but left open where the govern- 
ment should sit. 


Berlin accuses Daniels of 
parochialism and says the move 
would cost less than 10 bfliion 
marks ($6 billion). 

“Berlin... is the only place 
which equally represents both 
parts of Germany, east and 
west,” the city’s two mayors, 
Tino Schwierana and WalteT 
Momper, said in a joint state- 
ment. 

The Brandenburg gate, long a 
prisoner of the Berlin wall, is 
once more the symbol of German 
unity. 

Opinion polls show few West 
Germans feel much affection for 
sleepy old Bonn, a “one- 
company town” of 300.000. But 
diplomats say some foreign gov- 
ernments would be reassured if a 
resurgent, unified Germany kept 
its modest headquarters on the 
Rhine. 

The dispute seems trivial com- 
pared to the global crises Berlin 
end u red during its division. The 
superpowers dashed repeatedly 
over its status. If the cold war 
ever turned hot, the chances were 
it would do so in Berlin. 

Hus continual tension, begun 
with the Soviet blockade of West 
Berlin in 1948 and sealed with the 
building erf the wall 13 years later, 
creared a claustrophobic atmos- 
phere. 

With generous subsidies. West 
Beilin became capitalism’s ulti- 
mate showcase — an affluent 
endave deep inside ”enemy” 
ter ri tory, doser to Poland than to 
the West — a postwar hangover 


still garrisoned by “occupying” 
allied troops. 

It was a haven for dropouts, 
punks, anarchists and artists 
attracted partly by exemption 
from military service. 

West Berlin was a multicultural 
melting-pot but also a microcosm 
of West Germany’s soda! prob- 
lems with a huge Turkish immig- 
rant population, squatters and 
smog. It was a capital dry in 
search of a country. 

East Berlin, on the other hand, 
was declared capital of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic but 
always coveted and competed 
with its glamorous sister to the 
west. 

It projected itself as the most 
go- ahead dty in the East Bloc, a 
mixture of classical Prussian 
buddings and shimmering mod- 
em architecture with hotels, res- 
taurants and nightdubs. 

But a short walk from the 
imposing dty centre, crumbling 
facades and uncleared wartime 
bomb sites told the real story. 

In many ways, the opening of 
the wall was a cruel shock for 
East Berliners who realised how 
shabby, even provincial, their 
vaunted dty was in comparison to 
next door. 

The turn oil ruo us changes that 
followed have brought further- 
confusion as rich Western 
businessmen, Polish bargain hun- 
ters and Romanian beggars have 
flooded in. 

The lure of history in the mak- 
ing has also drawn swarms of 



Berlin Opera House — symbol of the city’s cultural and historical role in German Hfe (File photo) 


tourists. Hotel rooms are scarce, 
prices have soared, traffic chokes 
the streets. 

Crime, induding rads: vio- 


lence, is on the rise and the gap 
between rich wessies and poor 
assies has increased social tension 
and fuelled right-wing extremism. 


Berlin’s special qualities, so 
long dictated by political cir- 
cumstance, are disappearing and 
many residents fear the dty will 


soon be just another noisy, dirty 
capital. 

West Berliners call it the price 
of freedom. 


Cyprus — still divided on 30th anniversary 


Soviet warning 


(Continued from page 1) 

embassy in Moscow on Soviet- 
made weapons used by Iraq. 

Moiseyev said he was personal- 
ly involved in assembling for the 
united States a package of in- 
formation about the weapons, the 
Post reported. 

Moiseyev has been chief of 
general staff since December 
1988, subordinate only to De- 


were given by Secretary of State 
James Baker when he met Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy in 
New York Wednesday. 

Iraq meanwhile issued a dire 
warning about “the coming fire,” 
saying war in the region would 
extend to oil fields, Israel, Saudi 
Arabia and other Arab states. 

The government newspaper A1 


fence Minister Dmitri Yazov and .. . Jpmhouriya we- 


. President Mikhail: Gorbachev! 

The Post quoted him as saying 
the Kremlin had quietly with- 
drawn nudear warheads from 
potential ethnic trouble spots 
around the country. 

Moiseyev said the Soviet lead- 
ership recognised an obligation to 
ensure complete security over 
nudear weapons. 

His comments were the first 
Soviet confirmation of Western 
reports that the Kremlin had 
taken extra measures to safe- 
guard the world’s largest stock- 
pile of nudear weapons in view of 
internal instability. 

Carter deplores approach 

Former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter has predicted that war is 
more likely to break out in the 
Gulf because the United States 
and its allies seem unwilling to 
negotiate with Iraq. 

Speaking to a group of Atlanta 
businessmen. Carter said: 
“Chances are that a war is going 
to break out unless there is some 
wisdom and reticence in dealing 
with (Iraq) to let (it) withdraw 
from Kuwait without losing 
face.” 

But Carter said he sees no 
indication that the Western pow- 
ers intend to enter talks with 
Iraq. “Our government and 
others involved with us do not 
appear to be prepared to talk, 
negotiate and exchange ideas.” 
Carter said that if “internation- 
al sanctions and pressure exerted 
by the world community,” do not 
convince Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait the likely outcome is “all- 
out attack.” 

“There are some voices that 
have suggested that Iraq should 
be destroyed,” he said. 

Carter said that he concurs 
with an assessment by William 
Crowe, the former chairman of 
the Jcrat Chiefs of Staff, that a 
war with Iraq would be “a devas- 
tating catastrophe” for both 
sides. 

UJS. pledge to Israel 

Israel has been assured of & 
strong response from the United 
Stales if it is attacked by Iraq, two 
leading U.S. newspapers re- 
ported Friday. 

The New York Times said in a 
front-page report that U.S. offi- 
cials had told Israel in recent days 
that any Iraqi attack on the Jew- 
ish state would set off a vigorous 
American response. 

The Washington Post, quoting 
diplomatic sources, said the Un- 
ited States had assured Israel that 
if it was attacked Washington 
wcmld stand by its commitment to. 
Israeli “security” and retaliate 
against Iraq, even if that required 

force. 

The papers said assurances 


nas would be^ multiple and, the 
fires would devour all oil fields, 
the Zionist entity and agents of 
America in the region. ” 

“The invaders and their traitor 
stooges and Zionists who are 
adding oil on the fire to ensure 
their aggressive presence on the 
Arab land bear foil responsibility 
for the coating fire,” the news- 
paper said in an editorial. 

It said Iraq, “which is standing 
in the forefront of the Arab Na- 
tion and the Islamic World for- 
ousting foreign occupation forces . 
from tihe sacred Arab lands and 
restoring the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people, is ready to 
offer all sacrifices that guarantee 
non-submission to the hegemony 
of American imperialism.'’ 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
President Saddam Hussein plans 
a speech Sunday, the birthday of 
the Prophet Mohammad. 

The agency did not indicate 
what the message might be, but 
said be would address a Baghdad 
rally with the theme: “Holy war is 
tiie duty of all believers to purge 
die holy shrines of occupation.” 

Another Iraqi newspaper. A1 
Qaddisaya, accused Israel and 
Egypt Friday of setting up an 
intelligence station to pick up 
data on the movement of Iraqi 
troops (see page 2). 

Iraq meanwhile assured West- 
ern diplomats in Baghdad that it 
was not threatening to hang them 
for sheltering foreigners in their 
missions. Western governments 
had seen the “threat” in a vote 
reminding envoys that hiding 
foreigners was a capital offence. 

In Washington, Iraq’s Ambas- 
sador Mohammad A1 Mashat de- 
nied that any threats have 
been made against diplomats in 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

“We’re not threatening any- 
one,” Mashat told reporters after 
a meeting at the State Depart- 
ment. 

Later, U.S. officials said 
Mashat said he was unaware of 
the “warning” notes* existence. 

The department released this 
text of die Iraqi note from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 

“Revolutionary Command 
Council resolution No. 341 dated 
8-26-90 stipulates that housing a 
foreigner for die purpose of hid- 
ing him or her from the author- 
ities is a crime of espionage. The 
punishment of death* shall be 
imposed on the individual who 
M tnwiita; such a dime. 

“The ministry wffi appreciate it 

if the esteemed mission would 
kindly inform the ministry of 
whether any of its citizem or any 
other nation's ritizens are resid- 
ing in the mission's embassies and 
your diplomatic residences, 
whether or not these citizens have 
c ontracts with the government or 
are working with foreign com- 
panies operating in Iraq.” . . 


Israelis raze homes, shops 


(Continued from page 1) 
who are currently destroying 
Bureij.” 

Military sources said troops 
overnight demolished a home in 
Gaza's Beit Hanoun village that 
belonged to a suspected activist. 

They said the man had tried to 
bomb a military patrol in June. 

Motor traffic, radio and televi- 
sioa broadcasts, and all work cease 
for 25 hours from Friday night 
and the rare motorist who vexn 
lures bnr to die-; rori&;*nsks bring" - , 
stoned-.- Rabbis - repeated au . 


ann ual appeal to Jews not to 
harm ambulances or security 
forces travelling on the sacred 
day. 

Local newspapers headlined a 
r epo r t in the Wall Street Journal 
saying this year’s alert was inten- 
sified following warning by Iraq to 
attack Israel if Iraq were strang- 
led by U.N. sanctions. 

They quoted the Journal as 
saying Israel had mobilised 
55,000 air foce reservists and was 
. moving armour and artifley on 
the Golan Heights. 


Cheney: Crisis coming to a head 

(Continued from page 1) 

Regarding the eventual size of 
the growing U.S. presence, 
Cheney said that sending any 
forces requires sending large 
forces. “We’ve got an obligation 
to send enough forces.. -so that 
we don’t leave them exposed at 
the end of a long supply tine,” he 
said. 


of our interest in thwarting Iraq’s 
aggression is open-ended. How 
long it will require U.S. military 
forre to keep that commhxnetft is 
a question that nobody can 
answer today,” be said. 

“We are there as long as we 
need to be there.” he declared. 


By Boofil Ghinis 

Reuter 

NICOSIA — Independent for 30 
years and divided for more than 
half of diem, Cyprus is a small 
island with a big problem and 
mixed feelings about a birthday 
party. 

Greek Cypriots in the prosper- 
ing south will celebrate witii a 
parade on Oct. I, stressing their 
governments's international 
standing. 

Turkish Cypriots on the other 
side of the green line will ignore 
the event but have chosen the 
same day to emphasise their ties 
with mainlan d Turkey, which in- 
vaded the North in 1974. 

Rauf Denktash, whose mini- 
state in the north is recognised by 
no country but Turkey, calls the 
festivities in the south “a great 
folly”. 

“I don’t see what we are celeb- 
rating,” says Chris takis Katsam- 
bas, editor of leading Greek - 
Cypriot newspaper Phfleftberos. 

But President George Vassi- 
tiou, whose government controls 
two-thirds island, will take the 
salute at a military march-past in 
southern Nicosia, flanked by 
foreign guests. 


The actual date of independ- 
ence was Aug. 16, 1960. It is 
celebrated in October to avoid 
the summer heat. 

Guerrilla war by Greek Cyp- 
riots in the 1950s brought an end 
to British colonial rule but failed 
to win them their dream of union 
with Greece. 

Instead, the Eastern 
Mediterranean island became an 
independent state with a complex 
constitution intended to protect 
the rights of the Turkish-Cypriot 
minority* Both communities lived 
island-wide before the 1974 inva- 
sion when refugee movements 
concentrated Turks in the north 
and Greeks in the south. 

, The 1960 arrangement was 
guaranteed ”by Britain, which 
kept sovereign bases on the is- 
land, Greece and Turkey. But it 
was widely rseeo as a temporary 
comp ro mise. Communal fighting 
and political disputes soon para- 
lysed much of the constitution. 

Turkey’s invasion followed a 
coup in Nicosia backed by the 
military Junta then ruling 
Greece. 

Most Greek Cypriots had by 
them lost their pre-independence 
enthusiasm for union with 
Greece, but Ankara saw the coup 


as a serious threat to the safety of 
Turkish Cypriots. 

“We got off on the wrong 
foot,” says Kate derides, daugh- 
ter of veteran politician Glafcos 
derides and an aspiring politi- 
cian in her own right. 

“No one wanted independence 
back in 1960. So we started out all 
wrong. It is a paradox, because 
now, we are committed to inde- 
pendence, but one third of the 
country is occupied,” she told 
Reuters. 

While VaQiliou reviews the 
Oct. 1, parade in die south, De- 
nktash and other leaders in the 
north will be welcoming the 
prime minis ter of Turkey, Yfldir- 
im Akbulut. 

U.N.-sponsored talks about 
reunification are staJetnaukf'over 
whether the 160,000 Turkish 
Cypriots are a distinct people 
with the right to self-determina- 
tion, as Denktash insists, or an 
ethnic minority sharing their 
nationhood with the 600,000 
Greek Cypriots as envisaged by 
die 1960 constitution. 

Superpower cooperation in the 
crisis over Iraq's takeover of 
Kuwait also gives Greek Cypriots 
hope that a revived United Na- 
tions might be better able to undo 


die result of Turkey’s invasion of 
Cyprus. 

“I am optimistic. I think Cyp- 
rus will eventually be a united 
island. After all I never thought 
Germany will be united in my 
lifetime,” said Kate derides. 

While the island appears no 
doser to reunification, the 
Greek -Cypriot south takes com- 
fort in economic progress, based 
largely on earning from 1.3 mil- 
lion tourists a year, and aspires to 
join the European Community. 

The northern economy has lag- 
ged far behind the south’s since 
1974. 

• 

“In the past 30 years we have 
developed an economy, a society 
and a political system which has 
allowed us to apply for EC mem- 
bership,” a highly-placed Cypriot 
official told Reuters. 

“This is no minor achieve- 
ment,” he said. 

Cyprus’ only woman MP, wri- 
ter Rina Kaxselii, a refugee from 
Turkish-held Kyrenia, says of the 
independence anniversary: 

“I think we should be using this 
opportunity to brief the worid on 
the continuing occupation. And 
we must do some serious soul- 
searching.” 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGKT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

w. TEL. 604676 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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CROWN 
INTL EST. I 

packing, shipping. I 
forwarding, storaging, g 
clearing, door-to-door ■ 
service ™ 




Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes,lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystafware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 



4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and) 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available lor sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun R 
Estate 

(Tel. 810605, 810609, 

.Fax: 810520. 
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PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR 4 SEA FREIGHT 
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| TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 
TLX: 23 0 23 POB:815 
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Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


Res:665121 


BELLY DANCING 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3Q-Midnight 

Tet. 638968 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MfTAURMT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -T1 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 
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Saudi 

Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 




QQ 


AQQ 


687822 

CALLSOHA 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 
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MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 

take cans of the works. 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 

professionals on 

660507 or 66 0508 

ARAMEX— 
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The Re$BK? peace tiblei 


LOBBY LOUNGE 



BAfEYTIANO 

ENTERTAINMENT 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 

M Steak Housed 


Kitchenette in every 

So-ju w 


room...! 

Steak House 


IIAKOTEIi 

(The best In the town) 


iMS'IWs 

DINE IN & TAKE-AWAY 
SERVICE 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P0 Box 9403 -Fax 602434 

Open daily 12:00 p.m. 


Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Till 12 00 iwanighi 


Ideal Residence For 

Mecca Street - Jaber Center. 
Tel: 829064 - 829065 

1 

Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Chinese track monopoly broken, 
but hosts dominate Asian Games 


PEKING (AP) — A gritty 
Japanese distance runner and the 
continent’s fastest human broke 
China's monopoly on victory in 
track and field competition at the 
11th Asian Gaines Friday. 

But China has gathered 11 of 
13 golds during the first two days 
and engineered 1-2 sweeps in 
eight events. It won seven of the 
golds Tuesday. 

Defending champion and 
Asian record holder Talal Man- 
soor of Qatar reasserted his claim 
to the unofficial title of “Asia’s 
fastest human" with a dear vic- 
tory in tiie 100-metre event. 

His time of 10.30 seconds 
equalled his games record set in 
Seoul four years ago. 

China’s Zheng Chen, once the 
fastest in Asia, won the silver in 
10.51 Sriyantha Dissauayake was 
third in 10.64. 

In the men’s 10,000 metres, 
Japan’s Koichi Morishita kept 
just behind China's Zhang 
Gnowei until the final lap, when 
he mastered a tremendous burst 
of speed and left Zhang Gasping 
far behind him. 

Morishita sprinted across the 


line in 28 minutes, 47.96 seconds 
-while Kim Jae-Ryong of Sooth 
Korea was second in 28:49.61 and 
Zhang settled for die bronze in' 
29:01.13. 

Among the casualties of Chi- 
na’s sports machine was P.T- 
Usha, who lost both the race and 
her record in the 200 metres, 
getting off to a poor start and 
finishing fourth. 

Asia’s track queen, who has 
amassed records and golds in a 
decade-long career, will be run- 
ning in four other events here and 
plans to retire after the games. 

China’s Han Qing shaved 
Usha’s 1986 games record of 
23.44, winning the event in 23.42. 
Wang Huei-Cben of Taiwan took 
the silver in 23.89 and China’s 
Tran Yomei the bronze in 24.01. 

None in the field came dose to 
challen ging one of Asia’s longest 
standing track marks. Taiwan’s 
brilliant Chi Oieng, at these 
games as a television anchor- 
woman, set an Asian best of 
22.62 in 1970. 

Ti sha, while not e n t er ed, also 
lost her games record in the 
400-metre hurdles as Chen Joying 


of China woo the gold in 36.05. 
Usha’s 1986 mark had been 
56.08. The stiver went to Chen 
Dong in 56.89 and the bronze to 
Elma Muros of the Philippines in 
59.47. 

Asian record bolder Li Tong 
lost his race at the start, tripping 
over die first hurdle in tike men's 
110-metre event and withdraw- 
ing. He bad^ taken time off from 
computer studies in the United 
States to attend the games. 

YuZJricheng won that race, 
equalling his own games record of 
13.82. Japan's Toslnlnko Zwasaki 
took the silver in 14.11 and team- 
mate Kimihiro Kaneko the 

bronze 14.21. 

In yet another 1-2 Chinese 
sweep, Li Wenhong and Zheng 
Lijoan triumphed in the women's 
800 metres, with Li setting a 
games record of 2:01.04. The old 
one stood at 2KJ5.69. 

Zheng’s tune was 2:01.53 and 
India’s Rosa Kuna produced her 
country’s first track medal with a 
bronze. Her time was 2HJ4.05. 

Both of the day’s field events 
were dominated by the Chinese. 

Cheng Shaobo beat bis team- 


mate and Asian record bolder Ma 
Yongfeng with a games mark of 
18.89 metres. Ma threw for 18.81 
and the bron 2 e went to India’s 
S.D- Eshan with 1732. 

“Before the competition, we 
decided that victory must belong 
to Ch i™- The question was who 
would be the winner,” said 

Chang. 

In the womem’s javetin^ Zh a n g 
Li won with, a games record ton 
of 66 metres, beating the 1966 
mark of 6032. Teammate Xu 
Demei was the salver medallist 
with 61.92 and Emi Matsui, who 
had held the previous record, 
won the bronze with 56.04. 

China won its first gold of the 
day when Mao Xmyuan took the 
20-kilometre walk in a games best 
performance of*l hour, 23 mi- 
notes. 16 seconds. Japan's Hixo- 
f nmi Sakai won the silver in 
1:23:17 and Li Mingcai of China 
the bronze in 1:25:08. 

After five events in the de- 
cathaion, Lee Fn-An of Taiwan 
was leading the eight-nan field 
with 4356 points. Japan's Mxme- 
hiro gawefcn was next with 3,918 
points. 


Gilbert, Krickstein advance 

to Queensland semifinals 


BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — 
Americans Brad Gilbert and 
Aaron Kzkkstein both scored 
straight set victories Friday to 
reach the semifinals of the 
$250,000 Queensland Open Ten- 
nis Championship. 

Gilbert, the top seed, defeated 
Australian Car! Limberger 6-2, 
64,* while second-seeded Krick- 
stein turned back the challenge of 
ogth-seeded West German Eric 
Jeten, winning 6-2, 6-1. 

Former Australian Davis Cup- 
player John Fitzgetaki, whose 
ranking has slipped to 217th in tile 
world, continued his retain to 

form with a 2-6, 6-3, 64 win over 
American Robbie Weiss. 

Krickstem win play Fitzgerald 
in Saturday's, semis, While Gilbert 
will face either defending cham- 
pion Ntdas Kroon of Sweeten or 
fourth-seeded West German 
CarMJwe Steeb. 

Gilbert ousted limberger after 
a 63-minute baseline duel in 
which the Australian made most 
of the unforced errors. 

“A win is a win, but I was a 
little dis ap po in ted I let him bade 
into the match when I led 5-2 in 
the second set,” said Gilbert, 
who is chasing hte 20th career title 


tins week and has won hb first 

three matches in straight sets. 

“It doesn't worry me that I 
haven’t pad a hard match,” Gil- 
bert said. “When yon get pot 
under pi c saii c you deal with it, 
but it is better to win easy.” 
Krickstein also has been un- 
troubled in Ins opening three 
and found Jeten unable 
to m att41 faun for either power or 
accuracy. 

“I thought it would be a 
tougher match today, but Tm not 
concerned,” be said. *Tm playing 
steady and hitting good shots 
when ! need to.” 

Fitzgerald started slowly 
■ garnat Weiss — who hit a series 
of first set passing shoes — but 
recovered to gam hb first semifin- 
al on tbe Association of Tennis 
Professionals Tour in 18 months. 

“It’s nice to be back,” be said. 
“I can’t remember the last time I 
went this far in the t ourna me nt , 
but I'm starting to make opportu- 
nities for myself again.” 

The 32-draw Queensland 
Open, which offers a first prize of 
532,400. is being played on synth- 
etic rebound ace courts. It con- 
tinues through Sunday. 


N. Korean boxers banned from 
games after attack on referee 


PEKING (R) — North Korea 
was thrown out of Asian Games 
boxing Friday for an attack on a 
referee, as its officials slammed 
the quality of judging and hinted 
at bribery. 

Two North Korean coaches 
climbed into the ring and 
assaulted the referee after their 
fighter Ton Su-Yong lost to Iran’s 
Iraj Kiarostami in a super- 
heavyweight first round bout 
Thursday night. 

Calling the incident a disgrace, 
president of the Amateur Inter- 
national Boxing Association 
(AIBA) Anwar Chowdhiy said a 
four-man boxing jury had de- 
cided to ban the whole squad. 

The jury also recommended to 
the AIBA that it suspend the 
North Korean Boxing Federation 
from the organisation, an action 
it will be debated at a meeting in 
Sydney in November. 

“The chief coach kneed referee ■■ 
Mohammad Guznavi of Pakistan 
in the groin. He has been passing 
blood in his urine all night,” said 
the bead of the AIBA, the 


world’s amateur boxing federa- 
tion. 

He said the 12-man boxing 
team and its coaches and officials 
had been asked to leave the 
games village. 

The head of North Korea’s 
delegation at the games, Kang 
Dok-Ghun, said the banning was 
unjust. 

“Our coaches must be re- 
sponsible for their conduct. We 
will punish them ourselves,” he 
said. 

“It is only individual miscon- 
duct, the temporary emotion of a 
human being common during 
boxing competitions. . Not every- 
one should be punished for it." 

He alleged that there had been 
bribery over the boxing bouts, 
but dedmed to give details. 

Kang said Pyongyang was not 
considering a total withdrawal of 
its athletes' from the games, a 
move which would be frowned on 
by host nation China, on! of 
North Korea's few friends in the 
world. 


A member of the North Ko- 
rean National Olympic Commit- 
tee said there had been “several 
unfair rulings” against its boxers 
at the games. 

“Because the rules were not 
followed our coach became indig- 
nant and perhaps could not con- 
tain himself,” she told reporters. 

She said the Iranian boxer had 
not been properly warned for 
dropping his mouthpiece several 
tunes daring the bout so that he 
could take a rest. 

“We asked the jury to see the 
videotape of the fight but they 
refused, saying the decision of the 
referee was final," the official 
said. 

Contests involving North 
Korea often become very emo- 
tional. Kang said all team mem- 
bers were inspired by the spirit of 
their president, Kim Il-Sung. ■ 

They carry the “badge of great 
leader Kim Il-Sung in their hearts 
and only tins can inspire them in 
their performances,” Kang said. 


Aston Villa seeks to stop Gascoigne 


LONDON (AP) — Jozef Veng- 
kw efid not encounter England's 
Paul Gascoigne when be man- 
aged Czechoslovakia during soc- 
cer’s World Cup. 

Because England and Chechos- 
lovakia did not dash during the 
finals in Italy in June, Venglos 
was an interested spectator as 
Gascoigne introduced himself as 
one of the game’s most talented 
newcomers. 

On Saturday, however, Veng- 
Jos has the task of find a way of 
stopping the Tottenham midfiel- 
der, who has made a stunning 
start to the English domestic sea- 
son with nine goals in seven 
games. 

For Venglos now is manager of 
Aston VIDa which meets Tot- 
tenham in league action. 

Venglos is i m pressed by what 
be has seen of Gascoigne. 

“He has some special in-born 
qualities and talent. He is also a 
player of nnpredictabifity. He has 
vision of the game which prob- 


ably not many other players 
have,” he said. 

At Aston Villa, the 58-year-old 
Czechoslovak replaced Graham 
Taylor, who now manages the 
England national team. 

Although be faces an in-form 
Gascoigne, Venglos knows he has 
another of England’s World Cop 
stars on his side. He is David 
Platt, who scored three World 
Cup goals for En gland and has 
tallied six times in seven games of 
tile domestic season. 

“David Platt is a player of 
excellent balance both in attack- 
ing and defending activities,” 
Venglos said. 

“He is in the top football level 
and yon can co m p a re him with 
Lothar Matthaeus (West Ger- 
many’s World Cup captain), 
especially in finishing 
“He is excellent in his reading 
of the game and has good 
timing of passes.” 

His VUla side so far has not 
shown the form that took it to the 
runners-up spot behind Liverpool 


in division one last season. But it 
has recovered from a sluggish 
start to post two victories and two 
ties in its last four league and cop 
games. 

Unbeaten in its six league 
games Tottenham has the best 
defensive record with only two 
goals conceded. And Wednes- 
day, it smashed five goals past 
fourth division Hartlepool with 
Gascoigne grabbing four to fafce 
his season's tally to nine. 


Donnelly crashes during Spanish 
Grand Prix qualifying session 


JEREZ, Spain (R) — British 
racing driver Martin Donnelly 
was involved in a serious accident 
during Friday’s opening qual- 
ifying session for Sunday's Span- 
ish Grand Prix. 

His Lotus appeared to be cut in 
half and Donnelly was left lying 
on the circuit. 

The crash happened near the 
end of the session and Donnelly 
was left lying on the circuit. 

The crash happened near the 
end of the sessioin and Donnelly 
was still motionless as he was 
carried away on a stretcher sever- 
al min utes later. 

Donnelly, 26, replaced Brazi- 
lian Nelson Piquet at Lotus in 
January — his first season in 
Formula One. 

He recorded his best finis h with 
seventh place in the Hungarian 
Grand Prix in August. 

, There have been two big acci- 
dents in the last two Grands Prix. 
Last Sunday’s Portuguese round 
of the World Championship was 
curtailed when the arrows driven 
by Italian Alex Caffi slammed 
into the barriers at Estoril. He 
suffered ankle injuries. 

Lathe previous race, the Italian 
Grand Prix at Monza, Donnelly’s 
team mate Derek Warwick 
escaped uninjured after a spec- 
tacular accident in which his 
Lotus overturned and slid 150 
metres along the track upside 
down. 

Donnelly was taken to the cir- 
cuit medical centre where it was 
announced that his life was not in 
danger. 

A spokesman said: “He has a 
broken left leg and severe head 
injuries, but be is conscious and 
talking. 


“There is no danger to his 
Hfe.” 

Donnelly was later flown to 
hospital in Seville 

The crash came as the North- 
ern Irishman's Lotus negotiated 
the first of two fast right-hand 
bends behind the pits. It veered 
off the track and wna&herf into the 
barriers. 

Meanwhile Frenchman Yan- 
nick D almas and Italian Gabriele 
Tarqnini, both driving AGS cars, 
led the way in Friday morning's 
pre-qualifying session for Sun- 
day’s Spanish Grand Prix motor 
race. 

Dalmas clocked a fastest time 
of one minute 22.470 seconds on 
the 4.218-kilometre circuit at an 
average speed of 184.125 kph. 

Frenchman Olivier Grocdllazd, 
driving an Osella, and Belgian 
.Bertrand Gacbot, in a Colon!, 
joined them in pre-quafifying for 
the official qualifying sessions. 

The non-qualifiers were 
Roberto Moreno of Brazil, his 
Eurobrun team mate Claudio 
Langes and Italian veteran Bruno 
Giacomelli, driving a Life. 

Ferrari rift healed 

Ferrari President Piero Fnsaro 
said Thursday that the rift inside 
the Italian Formula One team 
had been healed and Frenchman 
Alain Prost would continue to try 
and win the World Drivers' 
Championship. 

Fusaro, malting a rare visit to a 
circuit on the eve of Sunday’s 
Spanish Grand Prix, held a meet- 
ing with Ferrari team Manager 
Cesare Fiorio, Prost and Briton 
Nigel Mansell. 

Afterwards, he said: “What 


happened last week at Estoril 
produced some conflict within the 
team. But everyone in the team is 
very professional and now all the 
positions have been clarified. 
They win all work together for a 
good result in all the last three 
races. 

“Perhaps we have lost our first 
objective, the World Cham- 
pionship, but while we still have a 
small percentage of & chance to 
win we don't want to give up.” 

Lsat weekend at the Portu- 
guese Grand Prix, Mansell won 
the race after making a poor start 
from pole position and 
accidentally baulking his team 
mate Prost on the grid. 

Prost later blamed Mansell for 
tiie incident and, conceding he 
had lost Ins chance of retaining 
tiie world drivers’ title, spoke of 
tiie 'team’s inability to provide 
any racing strategy. 

Prost even went so for as to say 
that Ferrari did not deserve to 
win tiie world championship be- 
cause they were disorganised and 
lacked leadership, a clear refer- 
ence to tiie Ferrari team Manager 
Cesare Fiorio. 

Fusaro, however, said Thurs- 
day that he still had full confi- 
dence in Fiorio and that he hoped 
both the team manager and Prost 
would still be with Ferrari next 
year. 

He said it was only natural for 
Prost to express his disappoint- 
ment. “He is only human,” said 
Fnsaro. 

Fusaro said Prost had told him 
be was happy to continue to fight 
for the championship and would 
battle for victory to preserve his 
final slim mathematical chance of 
the title. 


Muit'n’Jeff 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
£ 1990 Tneuna Mtdtt Stwten. Ine. 


DOUBLE ALERT 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 9 

7 A K 9 6 
A K 9 3 2 

* K32 

WEST EAST 

4 K J 10 6 4 2 

7 J 8 7 2 7 Q 10 4 

>10 : J 7 6 5 

4J 10 75 4 A 9 8 6 4 

SOUTH 

4 A Q 8 7 5 4 3 
T 5 3 
l- Q 8 4 
*0 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

3 4 Pass 

4 4 

Pass 

PtUS Dbl 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Jack of 4 
The regular members of the 
bridge dub knew better than to dou- 
ble Trump Coup Tommy when they 
held a trump stack— Tommy had a 
way of making seemingly sure 
trump tricks vanish. But on hands 
where everything lay well. Tommy 
could be relied on to drop a trick a 
t»o, so that speculative doubles on 
high cards when Tommy was at the 
helm invariably yielded good 
results. 


Once in a while, though, one of 
Tommy's cronies could not resist 
testing to see iF Tommy’s peculiar 

talent was still in force. That was the 
case here, where Wert's double was, 
by any standards, speculative. 

East won the first trick with the 
ace of dubs, and a trump shift 
would have left the defenders with 
the upper hand. But East decided to 
continue with a club and Tommy 
was in control. Declarer ruffed, 
cashed the ace and king of hearts 
and ruffed a heart. After crossing to 
dummy with a high diamond, de- 
clarer discarded a diamond cm the 
king of clubs and guessed correctly 
by electing to ruff the remaining 
heart in hand. 

Declarer, who had lost only one 
trick so far, was left with A Q 8 7 of 
trumps and the queen of diamonds, 
while West Still held all four trumps 
and a dub. When Tommy led the 
queen of diamonds West could do 
no better than ruff and return a 
club. Declarer ruffed and exited 
. with the eight of trumps. That 
forced West to win with the ten of 
trumps, completing the defensive 
book. But then West had to lead 
away from his king of tramps into 
Tommy's ace-queen tenace, and the 
■ contract rolled home. 



Andy Capp 



NO/ 1 CAN'TSAV' 
THAT BEING 
UNMARRIED 
WAS EVER 
WORRIED ME - 



I CAN SPEND ALL. 
MV MONEY ON 
MYS£U= -TAKEN 
TWO HOLIDAYS A 
YEAR- RUN A CAR 
v.— DO A*Y OWN- — 

7 Thing. upe»«T 

I JUST GREAT 

lJ 




IT WORRIES HIM -SHE 
/WIGHT TEl_L FLO , — - 



Peanuts 


SCHOOL STARTS TOMORROW, 
; MARGIE .. I NEED 70 BORROW 
| A NOTEBOOK. SOME PAPER. A 
RULER ANP A PENCIL- 



HAS IT EVER OCCURRED TO 
VOU, SIR, THAT THOSE 
ITEMS CAN BE PURCHASED AT 
YOUR NEAREST STORE? 



DON'T A5K ME TO BE 
MAID OF HONOR AT 
YOUR WEPPIN6, MARCIE.. 

rcc 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 1999 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Ftighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: It 
would be wise to doubfecheck 
whatever yoo plan on doing today 
before potting it in motion. Your 
c reativ e-ill v t ulire ride is showing 
aid it is more than Hkrty that the 
right person win notice. 

AMES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
During the day all kinds of in- 
teresting outside cooditioag can be 
brought into being and later you 
fold you can utilise these opportu- 
nities constructively. 

TAURUS: (Apcfl 20 to May 20) 

Yoo can finbti one . undertaking 

upon which you hare been expend- 
ing your efforts and then in the 
even i ng contact associates for new 
ventures to push. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Spend as much as you can of your 
tune ax your own special creative 
ideas and then later yon will be 
able to work them out in perfect 

detail 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Add touches of charm and 
beauty to your borne, then let your 
famiiy know how much you care 
about than and cement bonds at 
residence. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Shop- 
ping for whatever articles can 
make life more effideat and com- 
fortable is good during the day- 
time, then tonight relax at your 
residence. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about the various assets 
ami liabilities you have and just 


what you can do to turn these so 
you have more to operate on the 
future. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 

22) Focus upon the tirmgs you waM 

and wind up gaming those already 
pot in motion while tonight you 
can devise a practical riay to have 
.more money. 

. SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Dozing the day get a pba 
arranged whereby you ran work 
out all phases for yow advan ce - 
meat quietly and in the evening let 
experts know your goals. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Clarify just whai 

your personal aims are and then 
yon Win be aWe to take them to 
confidantes who can make them a 
reality far you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Put yourself in a posi- 
tion where those in power and 
authority can see your best attri- 
butes far many benefits follow, 
then do what your friends enjoy 
with you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 fa Febru- 
ary 19) A good day to complete 
whatever new ac tiviti es you have 
become interested in by making 
.them a greater part of your life; 
later get them before the public. 
PISCES: (February 20 fa March 
20) Think about what you can do 
to finish pr omi ses made on a very 
beneficial note and then you will 
be aUe fa get off fa interesting new 
appeals. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARASS 8-27 



“Your skin is as soft as a baby’s 
behind... that's kinda gross!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SC&MBLED WORD OAME* 

!• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


LE 

IOBOT 1 






MATID 


□QI 



YALWVY 


ZTTT] 




FLANEL 


A XI .. 

■•1 


l 


HER UPKEEP 
WAS HI© 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: f Y T XXXI X j| 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles PROXY COWER NOZZLE PRISON 


Answer The “still" is an 
make 


NOISY 


whose products 


The Daily Commuter Puzzle 


ACROSS 
1 Frighten 
6 Disable 
to Pierce 
1* Song 

IS Large part of 
Earth 

18 Shade giver 
1? Face the day 
18 Egypt. 

goddess 
18 — of Essex 
20 Pertinent 
22 — Dome 
Scandal 

24 Protective 
spray 

25 Pen — 

28 Nullify 

29 Bogs 

33 Love IL style 

34 Group of 
witches 

35 Bullfight cheer 

36 Royalist 

37 Made a 
mistake 

38 Pleased 

39 Dined 

40 Wide 

41 Dish 

42 Orchestra 
leader of old 

44 Closer 
as GW 

48 Shallow place 
in a stream 
47 Swimsuit 
SO Imposing 
homes 

54 Entrance 

55 Of the ear 

57 Anctent region 

58 The two 
SB Memo 
60 Coasters 

81 To shelter 

82 Raced 

63 Biblical weeds 

DOWN 

1 Deface 

2 Caution 
.3 Seed 

appendage 

4 Seasoning 

5 Raise 



Z IBM TOwe* Madia Smteu. Inc. 
AH B*unl«n Mml 


6 Bangor's stale 

7 Helper, abbr. 

8 Three 

9 Overcame 

10 Swipes 

11 Snare 

12 Flying prefix 

13 Sash 
21 Expert 
23 Dash 

25 Stirred 

26 Pertaining to 
one's birth 

27 Act the ham 

28 Pierces 

29 Erin Of TV 

30 — system 

31 Make jubilant 

32 Passover 
feast 

34 Brags 

37 Wearing away 
processes 

38 Garden flower 

40 Cereal 

41 Endure 
43 Merry 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


□□□E9 □□□ 

□□□n aanaa fihh 
nrana nnnoin ana 
nannaaa ooagara 

□aannia oooiHnaa 
Sanaa naan ao 
ggga nciana ana 
EI93« an[a n □□□□ 
aaaaanaa aaaaa 
aanna 
Hannan 
P1S3S ujaaan ana 
5323 a Ma ana 
aaaa naaaa ana 


44 Negative 
prefix 

48 Confronted 

47 — au ilium 

48 Hero 

49 Plying toy 


50 Tiny amount 

51 Unique person 

52 Brood of 
pheasants 

53 Talk back 
5fi Apex 


















Q w 

Jt; - *0 


Ob 






8«« 


sv 

fa. 

JUS? „ 

*«U 
e “*»* 


bcr 5 
‘pc®. 


ur* 


x>wer 
bea 
"» foOa. 


*>* 


,CJ! ^f 

J*** 
°> oafe, 

Jie p*hfc 

10 Me* 
■coca 4 , 

!< *3n# 

H IXSitj 
res ^i|fia 



SAME 
•: je 


, f 


I 


sr.r | 
; s$ . 


xr* 


<-r+ 


\-:S 


Economy 

Finance ministers say world 
able to withstand Gulf crisis 


WASHINGTON (AP) — r_ 
nance ministers have concluded 
their animal meetings with assur- 
ances that the global economy 
can weather the impact of the 
Gulf crisis with sensible strategies 
and a little help from friends. 

One of those policies is to pass 
along oil price- . increases to con- 
sumers, said Michel Camdessus, 
director of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The impact of Iraq’s Aug. 2 
invasion of ad-rich Kuwait and 
die consequent rise in ofl prices 
dominated weeldong sessions of 
the IMF and the World Bank, 
winch coded Thursday. 

Officials of both lending orga- 
nisations expressed worries about 
the possiblity of a global reces- 
sion connected with the crisis. 

Oil prices hovered around $40 
a barrel Thursday, even though 
U.S. President George Bush 
announced release of five nriOkm 
barrels from the United States’ 
strategic reserves a day earlier. 

Meanwhile, the World Bank 
signalled it may lade sufficient 
resources to handle the economic 
shocks of the crisis, mdudmg ofl 
price hikes, displaced workers, 
and loss of exports for some 
countries. 

Both institutions pledged help 
for countries suffering the brunt 
of the economic impact, but sup- 
port figures have yet to be work- 
ed out. Some officials stayed be- 
hind to discuss specifics of a 
mnlti-bfllion-doliar effort under 


the leadership of the U.S. treas- 
ury. 

“Countries will suffer from the 
Gulf crisis, but tht* is fnanapmfrfe 
as long as (debtor nations) follow 
good policies and the internation- 
al support matches the efforts of 
the countries themselves,” Cam- 
dessus said Thursday. 

*G<ndy* prospects 

While opening the annual 
meetings, Camdessus had de- 
scribed world prospects as' 
“cloudy”. At the dose, he said, 
“there is a silver lining.” 

Camdessus said the consensus 
of finance ministers is “that the 
challenge demands a firm policy 
response from all members, and 
the widespread acceptance of the 
view that oil price increases 
should be passed through to con- 
sumers.” 

‘Frout-Hne’ states 

Camdessus also said the lead- 
ers agreed on a collective respon- 
sibility to assist the “front-fine” 
states of Turkey, Egypt and Jor- 
dan in the Gulf crisis as well as 
economically hard-hit developing 
countries. 

A World Bank report listed 
Morocco, Bangladesh, India, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri 
I j>nlra and Sudan as other coun- 
tries that would be seriously 
affected by abiding by an interna- 
tional trade embargo against 
Iraq. 

World Bank President Barber 


Conable said that if oil prices 
remain high over the next three 
months, the bank likely would 
not have sufficient resources to 
cushion the impact on developing 
countries. 

Conable said he then would 
seek approval from the countries 
that make up the bank’s board of 
directors to establish a special 
fund for voluntary contributions 
from oil-rich nations and others. 

The money would be used to 
provide no-interest loans to 
needy nations. 

“If the price of oil stays up and 
there continues to be turmoil and 
uncertainty and an impact oo the 
global economy, dearly it will 
have a major impact on signifi- 
cant parts of the developing 
world,” Conable said. 

His comments, made at a news 
conference Thursday, repre- 
sented a departure from an ear- 
lier stance that the World Bank 
(fid not need to create program- 
mes and could handle the crisis 
with existing resources. 

Finance ministers from 154 
member nations attended the 
IMF-Worid Bank meetings, in 
addition to a ddgation from the 
Soviet Union, the only major 
power without membership in the 
sister institutions. 

Both Camdessus and Conable 
said they held discussions with 
the visiting Soviets but indicated 
that it would be some time before 
the Soviet Union would qualify 
for membership. 


Five million barrels would not affect prices 

Bush’s decision to tap 
reserves raises questions 


NEW YORK (R) — President 
George Bush’s decision to seQ 
five million barrels to oO out of 
America’s strategic reserves 
was seen as a shot across the 
bow of the oil markets and 
analysts doubted Thursday it 
would have much impact on 
prices any time soon. 

The move to dip into the 590 
million-barrel strategic pet- 
roleum reserve (SPR) was 
announced late Wednesday in 
a bid to slow soaring 03 prices, 
but was viewed as a token 
gesture aimed at warning that 
the economy cannot withstand 
o3 pi ices at current levels.'" 

Rvc million barrels of-pfl 
represent only about a third of 
the petroleum processed in a 
single day in U.S. refineries 
and is less than a third of the 17 
million barrels consumed in 
the United States every day. 

Thursday’s oil markets 
largely ignored the announce- 
ment with prices continuing to 
soar on the New York mercan- 
tile exchange. Grade o3 for 
November delivery hit $40.10 a 


barrel in early trading, the 
highest in 10 years. 

The market remained fearful 
that war would break out soon 
in die Middle East. 

In Washington, Energy 
Secretary James Watkins 
Thursday asked congress for 
'permission to test the SPR by 
drawing down the ofl a rate of 
up to 500,000 bands a day. 

“Washington is sending a 
message to the market,” said 
Richard Marose, analyst at 
Fmdential-Badie, but George 
Friesen, ofl analyst at Deuts- 
che Bazik Group, added that 
-“to-have arigmficantimpacron — 
the market,- something more 
than a token is required.” 

Ofl prices have nearly dou- 
bled since Iraq seized Kuwait 
Aug. 2, lifting retail petrol 
prices by an average SO .235 to 
$131 a gallon, according to a 
recent American automobile 
association survey. 

The move by Bush marks 
the first time the emergency 
reserves have been tapped 
since it was established in 1975, 


two years after tire Arab ofl 
embargo. The SPR holds its 
reserves in Texas and 
T -nnieiarifl salt caverns. 

Analysts said Bush was un- 
likely to order a fnll scale 
withdrawal of the reserve with- 
out assurances other nations 
would dip into their own stock- 
piles. 

“If we were to use the SPR 
in a sustained way it would 
only be in coordination with 
otter members of the Paris- 
based International Energy 
Agency (EEA), said Cam- 
bridge . Energy Research 
: Associates-’ ■: Prerideot Daniel - 
5 ‘Yeigin. -venr i v 

The DEA’s governing board 
of 21 ofl importing nations met 
in Paris Friday to discuss 
whether members should tap 
their respective stockpiles to 
counter soaring world oil 
prices. 

So far, officials from Britain, 
Germany and Japan have said 
they have no plans to sell ofl 
from their government re- 
serves 


nmraday, S eptember 27, 1999 
Central Bank official rates 
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Oil prices 
could go 
$100 a 
barrel 

LONDON (Agencies) — 
Sheikh Ahmad TaW Yamani, 
the former Saudi Arabian oil 
minister, Thursday said oil 
prices would go beyond $100 a 
barrel if Saudi ofl fields were 
damaged in a Gulf war. 

But he also said there would 
be a price crash if the crisis 
were resolved peacefully and 
high stocks held by ofl com- 
panies and governments were 
not drawn down. 

Oil prices were about $40 a 
barrel Friday. 

“It will go over S10Q a bar- 
rel,” if Saudi ofl fields are 
damaged, Yamani said in re- 
sponse to a question daring a 
meeting with a small group of 
reporters. 

Y amani said it was unlikely 
that Iraq would be able to 
damage Saudi oil fields, 
though such an •eventuality 
could not be ruled out. 

He also said a peaceful solu- 
tion leading to a price crash 
would probably be followed by 
a meeting of Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) ofl ministers who 
would attempt to bring a price 
frill under control. Nonethe- 
less, ofl prices would end up 
substantially lower, he said. 

The former Saudi minister, 
who left office in late 1986, 
said in case of a prolonged 
crisis with no effort by ofl 
companies and governments to 
reduce stocks, prices would go 
up to $60 a barrel. 

Saudi Arabia is producing 
, about 73 million barrels a day 
' and^ probably . c»idd‘.‘ produce 
about 7.7 nmnoD, be said. 

If oil companies would draw 
on their stocks “we can reduce 
the price,” Yamani stressed. 

Buying spree 

Yamani said there was no 
economic reason whatsoever 
for a buying and stocking spree 
and consequent rise m prices. 

The former Saudi official, 
who founded and heads the 
London-based Centre for 
Global Energy Studies, said his' 
centre estimated the world had 
99 days of ofl stocks. 

He projected a price of $32 
to $35 a barrel if stocks were 
reduced to 96 days, and $21 to 
$22 a barrel if stocks were 
reduced to 90 days. 

The International Energy 
Agency (IFA) in Paris requires 
its member countries and their 
(til companies to keep a mini- 
mum of 90 days of stocks. 
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West unlikely to tap strategic oil reserves 

Energy agency seeks emergency 
response to counter oil shortage 


PARIS (Agencies) — The Inter- 
national Energy Agency (lAE) 
opened one of its most important 
meetings ever Friday, seeking to 
clear the way for a quick 
emergency response in the event 
of a serious (til shortage. 

During a luncheon break, 
members of the British delega- 
tion said the governing board was 
not planning u> call fox the re- 
lease of strategic petroleum 
stocks. 

The agency represents 21 in- 
dustrialised countries, including 
the United States, which this 
week decided to tap its strategic 
petroleum reserves for the first 
time by selling five million barrels 
of ofl from its reserves. 

The Britons said no otter IEA 
country currently plans to take 

similar action. 

The delegates said early st- 
ages of the meeting focused on 
ways to improve the agency’s 
response mechanisms. They seaid 
these measures may vary from 
country to country depending on 
■the level of strategic stocks avail- 
able to each. 

Most official Western oil stocks 
are held by the United States, 
Japan and West Germany. 

One IEA official said Thursday 
that the agency, created in 1973, 
wanted to “dear the decks” of 
regulatory and logistical obstacles 


that would impede an effective 
response to a severe oil shortage. 

“The OPEC (Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries) 
countries have eaten up their 
surplus capacity, so now there’s 
no cushion if things get worse,” 
said the official, speaking on con- 
dition he not be further identi- 
fied. 

U.S*. President George Bush 
Wednesday ordered the sale of 
five million barrels of oil from the 
nation's strategic reserve, which 
contains 590 million bands. 

Bush administration officials 
said the move was a test to see if 
the system could work in an 
emergency. But observers here 
considered it likely the Amer- 
icans would press for similar ac- 
tion from other IEA members, 
particularly West Germany, with 
97 milli on barrels of reserves, and 
Japan with 245 million barrels. 

“We don’t see the urgency of 
pressing them so hard right now,” 
U.S. Energy Secretary James 
Watkins said Thursday. “Worl- 
dwide stocks right now are above 
the norm.'' 

European co mmuni ty officials 
were meeting to discuss their 
view. 

West Germany and Japan, two 
major ofl importers, have also 
said they opposed an immediate 


drawdown of the estimated 1.7 
billion barrels of oil that govern- 
ments and companies bold. 

At its last meeting Aug. 28, the 
IEA said the supply situation 
remained manageable, and the 
agency official said it hasn’t 
changed considerably since Au- 
gust. 

Spot benchmark Brent blend 
oil was quoted near 10-ycar highs 
at $41.25 a barrel at midday in 
Europe Friday as traders scram- 
bled to lock in supplies now in 
case war breaks out in the Gulf. 
They fear war could damage oil 
installations there. 

Prices have more than doubled 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait Aug. 
2, despite the fact that output 
from the two countries, banned 
from world markets by a United 
Nations trade embargo, has been 
Largely offset by extra ofl from 
otter major producers. 

President Bush, worried thar 
dearer ofl could push the teeter- 
ing American economy into a 
recession, expressed anger this 
week over the jump in prices, 
saying there was no justification 
for the intensive speculation in 
oil. 

However, the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and De- 
velopment (UNCTAD) said gov- 
ernments must urgently reduce 
oil price instability by using 


strategic reserves and an agree- 
ment between producers and con- 
sumers to beat speculation. 

“It is indispensable for govern- 
ments to take an important role 
in shaping market psychology," 
Shaken Abrahamian, head of in- 
ternational monetary issues at 
UNCTAD told Reuters in a tele- 
phone interview. “It would be 
unpardonable for governments to 
sit back and let speculation cause 


In a paper to be presented to 
the UNCTAD Trade and De- 
velopment Board next week, the 
agency said ofl price volatility 
must be reduced in order to curb 
instability in the financial mar- 
kets. 

Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani, 
the former Saudi Arabian oil 
minister, and one-time chief 
OPEC strategist, said high oil 
prices were due to the failure of 
leading oil companies and West- 
ern countries to use reserves. 

“If ofl comapnies were to de- 
stock and draw from their inven- 
tories, we could reduce the price 
of oil," the British newspaper 
Financial Times quoted him as 
saying. 

He said the tapping of strategic 
reserves by governments would 
be ineffective unless oil com- 
panies cut stocks. 


Washington tries to control dispersal of funds 

U.S., Japan clash over channelling 
of funds for f ront-li ne countries 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States and Japan dashed 
over how to channel money to 
countries hardest hit by the Gulf 
crisis at the first meeting of a 
group of donor nations, interna- 
tional monetary sources said. 

Washington, eager to retain as 
much control as possible over 
international efforts to belp such 
countries as Egypt, Turkey and 
Jordan, wants to set np a pool of 
funds it would manage for that 
purpose. 

Tokyo is resisting, worried ab- 
out being left open to U.S. press- 
ure to provide more and more 
funds, and wants tire World Bank 
’ to play a leading Tble, 1 the sources 
■ said, 'Thursday. 1 

President George Bush 
announced Tuesday the forma- 
tion of a task force to channel 
funds to the front-line states that 
encircle Iraq and to other coun- 
tries suffering badly from the 
financial fallout of the Gulf crisis. 

Washington and Tokyo were 
divided at the first meeting of the 
group Wednesday but agreed to 
try to thrash out their differences 
quickly. 

The compromose, if worked 


out, would set up a U.S.-led 
donor group to provide emergen- 
cy aid qui(±ly and also create 
separate World Bank-led groups 
.tii at would coordinate mid-term 
aid policy for individual coun- 
tries, the sources said. 

“Japan wanted to set up such 
an international aid group on a 
country-by-country basis because 
situations differ widely from one 
nation to another,” one source 
said. 

A group of 16 donors, Includ- 
ing major industrial nations and 
oil-rich Gulf states, discussed 
ways of channelling funds to na- 
tions hardest hit by the economic 
fallout of the Gulf crisis triggered 
by Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait They did not decide how 
much money might be needed at 
.their first meeting Wednesday. 

Tokyo pledged earlier this 
month that it will provide’ $2 
billion to the front-line states and 
other nations hit hardest by the 
crisis. 

It said $600 million of that will 
be made available immediately to 
Egypt, Jordan and Turkey on a 
bilateral basis, but it will deckle 
when and how the remaining $1.4 


trillion will be provided after con- 
sulting with the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund 
The United States disliked the 


Japanese proposal because it 
hopes to maintain as much con- 
trol as possible over any multina- 
tional aid fund 


FOR SALE 

European furniture and household items. 

Contact tel: 644322 after 4 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 


VOLKSWAGEN JETTA, 1.6 Litres. 12,500 km. Auto- 
matic gear. Duty unpaid. 

Best offer 

Telephone: 843555/ex. 3968 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

A newly fully furnished two bedroom apartment with salon, living, 
dining, veranda, fully equipped kitchen, 2nd floor. 

Location: Abdullah Ghosh eh Street, behind McBurger. 

For more information please call- 660029. 



AQUAJMAR1NA 1 + II 




SPECIAL OFFER 


AQUA I 
AQUA I! 


JD 9.000 
JD 5.000 


FOR 

JORDANIAN and IRAQI 

In double room occupancy 

Experience an evening with "MAHA" and her BAND, “Gli 
Amici" in the Blue Lagoon Restaurant. 

Coupled with Traditional Arabic Dishes. 


For reservation Tel. 316250-315165 




U.S. stocks wobble 


NEW YORK (R) — Bhie-cfaip 
U.S. stocks fell Friday but reco- 
vered from a sharp early drop as 
traders sought bargains after a 
week that has seen heavy losses. 

At 1 p.m. EDT (1700 GMT), 
the Dow Jones industrial average 
was off 11.39 points at 2,416.09, 
after foiling nearly 50 points in 
early trading. In the brpader rpar- 
ket, losing shares still :.ogtpeced 
advances by a wide . mne^taifivc 
margin on moderate New York 
-stock exchange volume of 12 1 
milli on shares. 

"People may have gotten the 
impression we went down too for 
and are doing some bottom 


fishing, concentrating on 
recession-proof issues." said John 
Schraff of the equities trading 
department at Daiwa. “But 
there’s really not much out there 
for people to buy." 

The widely watched Dow index 
lost more than 40 points in the 
first 15 minutes of trading on 
fears of war in the Gulf, rising oil 
prices and a sharp fail in Tokyo... ..2 

Although the market steadied 
itself, analysts were sceptical that 
the rebound would last. 

“This recovery doesn't mean 
the market’s not going down.” ■ 
said George Pi none, senior trad- 
er at Dreyfus. 


NEEDED QUALIFIED COOK 

Must be Jordanian, experienced and over 
35 years old. 

Please send c.v. and persona! photo 
inside an envelope marked "Qualified 
Cook" to: 

P.O.Box 5036 - Amman, 
the soonest possible. 


. FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Excellent location in Shmeisani overlooking Wadi Saqra. Two 
bedrooms, livfng/dlnlng hall, modem kitchen, two bathrooms, 
separate central heating, T.V., Video, washing machine and 
dryer, telephone, two separate entrances, two terraces, sur- 
rounded by a garden. 

Please call tel: 606947 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, two bath- 
rooms, complete electric appliances, telephone, independent 
services. 

Location: Mecca street, near Al Hussein Housing Estate. 

For Information please cell tel. 604346 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


'Consisting of two bedrooms, sitting room, salon, two 
(bathrooms, kitchen, separate central heating and tele- 
phone. It is a ground floor with a separate entrance and 
big garden. 

Location: Jabai Amman, between the 3rd and 4th Circles, 
near the Syrian Embassy. 

For Information please cal! Tel. 641651 and 622794, 
Amman. 


IMMEDIATE JOB 

OPPORTUNITIES 


A new five stars restaurant In Amman is looking for 
a captain waiter - waitress - barman - cook - 
assistant cook and stewards. 

• Applicant should have minimum four years 
experience and good knowledge of English lan- 
guage. 

For more details, please call at this number 
893061. 
























"World News 
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Russian democratic group plots 
to seize power, Pravda says 


MOSCOW (AP) The Com- 
munist Party daily Pravda Friday 
condemned what it said to be a 
democratic group's plot to seize 
power, and radical politicians 
feared the article could foresha- 
dow a government crackdown. 

Pravda said a group called the 
“Russian Democratic Forum” 
drafted a “programme for action- 
90” that seeks “the elimination of 
the CPSU from the political are- 
na, the breakup of its ranks and 
nationalisation of its property.” 
CPSU is an abbreviation for the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. 

The report added to a series of 
runouts that began with talk that 
the Soviet military was plotting to 
seize power. The rumours then 

shifted to the theory — officially 
denied — that the military would 
move against democratic forces 
allegedly plotting to take over 
strategic points such as power 
stations, television offices and 
railway terminals. 

The rumours have surfaced in 
an atmosphere of confusion in the 
Soviet political scene, frequent 
protests and increasingly bard 
economic times. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
referred to the troubled times 
Friday in a Kremlin meeting with 


Jack Welsh, president of General 
Electric. 

“It really is an exciting time, so 
exciting that people are com- 
pletely confused. We must be 
excited to galvanise the whole 
country or we will not get out of 
this vicious circle. ... The com- 
mand system has almost com- 
pletely fallen apart.” Gorbachev 
said. 

In the Pravda article — appear- 
ing on the front page and titled, 
“What 'Democrats' Are Prepar- 
ing" — historian Y . Makhrin says 
the “programme for action-90” is 
“destructive, permeated by a 
spirit of intolerance and lack of 
acceptance of those unsuitable to 
its authors.” He calls for a legal 
study of the document because of 
its calls a violent overthrow of the 
state. 

Little is known about the “Rus- 
sian Democratic Forum,” 
which supposedly drafted the 
plan in July. The Moscow news- 
paper Leninskoye Znamya said 
Friday it was formed by some 
members of the Russian People's 
Front, a grassroots political 
movement. 

Other democratic leaders dis- 
tanced themselves from the group 
at a news conference Friday. 


“Wc want to act strictly within 
the framework of the law and 
observance of law and order.” 
the Inter-Regional Deputies 
Group and the Democratic Rus- 
sia Parliamentary Opposition 
Group said in a joint statement 
released at the news conference, 

Moscow Mayor Gavriil Popov, 
a member of the Interregional 
Deputies* Group and a radical 
economist, told reporters that 
“extremists” were planning dis- 
ruptive actions for Soviet Con- 
stitution Day, a state holiday, on 
OcL 7. He said they were trying 
to provoke conservatives and 
prompt a government crack- 
down. 

For whom is it generally advan- 
tageous to spread rumours about 
a plot? In the existing situation, 
only conservatives and extremists 
are dreaming of destabilisation," 
the statement said. 

Mikhail Poltoraxun. a member 
of Democratic Russia, told repor- 
ters a “wave of provocations” 
ind riding demonstrations, strikes 
and calls to smash windows is 
possible on Oct. 6 or 7. 

“We don't want any demon- 
strations or strikes,” Pohonuun 
said. 

The statement from the radical 


groups said such actions would 
“play into the hand of those who 
would like to find some kind of 
plot, to have a pretext to intro- 
duce a state of emergency in the 
country and devastate democratic 
forces.” 

Pravda underscored its concern 
for the alleged threats with a 
second article about possible 
trouble in the Ukraine. It said 
“forces that call themselves 
'democratic' are getting ready for 
a coup." 

“They all have their own prog- 
ramme, their own aims but they 
are united by their anti-Commun- 
ist direction, their desire to do 
away with the CPSU — the only 
obstacle on their way to their 
often adventuristic goals,” Prav- 
da said in an article from Kiev, 

the Ukrainian capital 

Gorbachev is now armed with 
new powers he could use to snuff 
disruptive forces. On Monday, 
the Supreme Soviet legislature 
gave him the authority to issue 
decrees to rescue the collapsing 
Soviet economy and ensure law 
and order. 

He issued his first directive 
Thursday, ordering businesses 
nationwide to fulfill supply con- 
tracts and the government to en- 
sure distribution. 


Poland to hold early presidential polls 
C 


WARSAW (AP) — The lower 
chamber of partiameut has passed 
a measure that would allow first 
free presidential elections since 
World War II to be held as soon 
as Nov. 25. 

Solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
has already declared his candida- 
cy to replace Gen. Wojdech 
Jaruzclski, who is stepping down 
early. 

Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazo- 
wiedti, a former adviser and ally 
of the Solidarity leader, is con- 
sidering opposing Walesa and is 
expected to announce his deci- 
sion next week. A candidate most 
be nominated by a party or col- 
lect 100.000 signatures to get on 
the ballot. 

In recent months, there have 


been increasing calls for 
Jaruzclski — the former Com- 
munist Party leader — to step 
down and on Sept. 19 Jaruzelski 
asked parliament to shorten his 
term of office. 

The election law, passed 268- 
12. authorises the speaker of the 
parliament to set a date for elec- 
tions in as quickly as 60 days. A 
second round of elections is possi- 
ble if no candidate gets 50 per 
cent in the first round. 

Under a constitutional amend- 
ment approved Thursday, the 
president will be elected in a 
general ballot and may serve up 
to two five-year terms. 

Jaruzelski was elected to a six- 
year term as president in July 
1989 by a joint session of the 


Sejm, or lower bouse, and the 
senate. But Jaruzelski was 
elected in the last weeks of Com- 
munist power in Poland, and calls 
for his resignation increased after 
Mazowiedri’s government took 

over. 

The election law bans financing 
of campaigns from foreign 
sources and camaigning 36 hours 
before election day. Deputies re- 
jected a proposal to bar cam- 
paigning at churches and other 
religious sites, a common activity 
in Poland. 

Both the election law and the 
constitutional amendment must 
receive approval from the senate 
and the president, but that 
considered perfunctory. 


Canada wins approval 
to expand Senate 


OTTAWA (AP) — Using an 
obscure constitutional provision. 
Prime Minister Brian Mnirooey 
received pe rmi ssion from Queen 
Elizabeth II to appoint eight par- 
tisan senators to help push 
through a controversial tax. 

The new lawmakers, who serve 
until age 75, bring the Senate to 
112 seats and give Mulroney's 
Conservative Party a majority in 
both the Senate and Hbuse of 
Commons. 

The new members were sworn 
into office by the Senate clerk, 
late Thursday, but will not take 
their seats until die chamber re- 
sumes work next week. 

An opposition leader called 
Mulroney's move “an abuse of 
power” and legal challenges 
loom. The only other similar re- 
quest was in 1873, but the appeal 
was not granted. 

The nation's 1867 constitution 


allows the British monarch to add 
four or eight members to the 
Senate on a request by the 
governor-general, the Canadian 
r epresenta tive to the Common- 
wealth. 

Mulrooey used the measure as 
a last resort to save die 7 per cent 
goods and services tax, stalled in 
the Liberal-dommated Senate. 
The Commons, dominated by 
Conservatives, supported the tax. 

The proposed consumption tax 
would replace a 13 per cent tax 
paid by manufacturers. Some 
basics, such as groceries, would 
be exempt from the tax, but it 
would affect even such services as 
a haircut. 

Mulroney said the debate goes 
beyond the tax proposal to the 
principle of whether the elected 
Commons should prevail over the 
appointed Senate. 


Home of U.S. general 
broken into in Brussels 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Two 
a ssailants broke into the home of 
a U.S. Air Force general assigned 
to NATO and overpowered his 
guard, but the general was out- 
side the country at the time, the 
U.S. embassy said. 

Belgian television station 
VTM, quoting an unidentified 
source, described Tuesday night's 
incident as an attempted kidnap- 
ping or murder. 

The break-in occurred at the 
suburban home of Gen. John W. 
Douglass, deputy U.S. repre- 
sentative to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation ’s (NATO) 
Military Committee, an embassy 
statement said. 

U.S. officials refused to specu- 
late on the motive for the attack, 
but one NATO official, deman- 
ding anonymity, said, “it's cer- 


tainly not being taken lightly.” 

NATO sources said security 
has been tightened because of the 
incident. They did not elaborate. 

The break-in comes at a time of 
uneasiness about potential terror- 
ist threats stemming from the 
military tensions in the Gulf re- 
gion. 

On Wednesday, ambassadors 
of the 16 NATO nations discus- 
sed the possibility that radical 
groups aligned with Iraq would 
launch attacks against the allies. 

The Douglass break-in was not 
mentioned at the meeting, one 
official said Thursday. 

According to the U.S. embassy 
statement, a man in what looked 
like a police unifo rm forced his 
way into Douglass' home Tues- 
day evening. 


Gunman shot dead to end 
siege in California bar 


BERKELEY, California (AP) — 
A “deranged" Iranian gunman 
with a hatred of blood Americans 
died in a burst of police bullets 
Thursday, seven hours after he 
stormed a bar, killed one man, 
wounded seven people and took 
33 hostages. 

Six officers stormed Henry’s 
Publick House and Grille in the 
Durant Hotel after police nego- 
tiators decided they couldn't talk 
the gunman out of the bar, said 
Lt. Jim Polk. 

“We decided there was no 
other way," said Polk. 

He said the gunman, identified 
by University of California". Ber- 


keley, spokesman Ray Colvig as 
Me hr dad Dashti, gave away his 
position inside the bar by using 
one of the terrorised hostages, as 
an intermediary in talking to 
police by telephone. 

"Every time the hostage would 
have to ask a question of bad 
guy, be would have to turn 
around and look at him and this 
gave us a good idea of where he 
was," said Polk. 

Seconds after the burst of 
police gunfire around 7:20 a.m. 
(1420 GMT), hostages, some of 
whom had been forced to at in 
the windows of the bar as shields, 
ran from the hotel. 


Soviet 

Union 

joins 

Interpol 

OTTAWA (AP) — The Soviet 
Union Thursday became a mem- 
ber of the International Police 
Agency, Interpol, the TASS news 
agency reported from the orga- 
nisation’s general assembly here. 

In a one-sentence report from 
Ottawa, TASS said, “at a session 
of the Interpol General Assembly 
that opened here Thursday, the 
Soviet Union became a member 
of this organisation uniting more 
than 150 countries." 

But Interpol Secretary-General 
Raymond Kendall was quoted by 
Canadian press as saying the 
Soviets had applied to join Inter- 
pol and, “never in history has an 
applicant been refused mem- 
bership.” 

Kendall made his remarks at 
Thursday's opening of the 59th 
General Assembly of Interpol, 
with the Soviet delegation attend- 
ing. 

“By the end of the year, all 
these countries (in Eastern 
Europe) wiD be in,” Kendall 
added. 

Czechoslovakia and Poland, 
which have emerged in die past 
year from Communist ruk as new 
democracies, are joining this 
year, be said. 

Yugoslavia, a Communist 
country not considered part of 
the Soviet Bkx, is an Interpol 
member, though Kendall said 
much of Eastern Europe has been 
“an empty space on tlx map for 
us." 

Would Soviet membership 
mak e a difference in the interna- 
tional figfat against crime? 

“Oh yes," Kendall said, men- 
tioning as an example possible 
drug routes through countries in 
which Interpol has bad little pre- 
vious contact with police. 

About 500 delegates from 150 
countries were present for the 
opening speech by Prime Minis- 
ter Brian Mulroney bur absent 
was Kuwait 

Kendall said Kuwait bad told 
Interpol it would attend the meet- 
ing. But an aide was unable to say 
whether Kuwait’s reply to the 
invitation had come before or 
after, the invasion. 

Both Kuwait and Iraq are In- 
terpol members. 

Delegations were seated 
alphabetically, with Iraq’s Faisal 
Hussein, minister-counsellor at 
the Iraq embassy here, next to 
the Iranian delegates. The Israeli 
members were nearby. 

Asked how he felt about 
Kuwait's possible attendance,. 
Hussein sahl: “so what?” 


Serbia 
adopts new 
constitution 

BELGRADE (R) — The parlia- 
ment of Yugoslavia's biggest re- 
public Serbia adopted a new con- 
stitution Friday, further reducing 
the autonomy of troubled Kosovo 
province and risking a backlash 
by ethnic Albanians. 

Serbian legislators overwhel- 
mingly approved the constitution 
which stripped Kosovo of all 
attributes of statehood defined 
under a 1974 constitution and 
reduced the powers of Kosovo’s 
regional parliament and govern- 
ment. 

More than 50 people have been 
killed since March 1989 in pro- 
tests by the majority ethnic Alba- 
nians in Kosovo against earlier 
cutbacks in the sdf-rnle of the 
province, which is part of Serbia. 

Serbia had already made in- 
roads into Kosovo's autonomy 
last July when it dissolved die 
provincial parliament and gov- 


ernment after ethnic Albanian 
deputies declared independence. 

Kosovo has long been a focus 
of e thnic friction between its 1.7 
million e thni c Albanians and 
200,000 Serbs and Montenegrins. 

The ethnic Albanians want 
more autonomy but the Serbs 
regard the region as the cradle of 
their culture. 

The new constitution, adopted 
at a televised session in Belgrade, 
guaranteed Kosovo “territorial in- 
tegrity” but ethnic Albanian 
opposition leaders have sharply 
criticised it for reducing focal 
autonomy. 

Serbia, winch is controlled by 
Communists, was expected later 
to set a date for the first free 
elections in the republic since 
World War H. 

The northwestern republics of 
Croatia and Slovenia dumped 
Communist rule in free elections 
last spring and Macedonia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina are sche- 
duled to bold elections in Novem- 
ber. 

Texts of the constitution were 
not immediately available but it 
was expected to lay the ground 
for multi-party elections is Ser- 
bia, where oppo si tion parties 
have staged several big anti- 
communist demonstrations this 
year. 

Yugoslavia's Tanjug news 
agency said the constitution de- 
fined Serbia as a democratic re- 
public, pledging the equality of 
all people's rights. It dropped the 
word Socialist and other ideolo- 
gical attributes. 

It strengthened the powers of 
the republic’s president, placing 
the leadership with one person 
rather than the current collective 
presidency. 

* The constitution pledges loyal- 
ty to the federal Yougoslsrv state 
but contains a provision that Ser- 
bia can “turn its back” on the 
federation if the republic was 
threatened, Tanjug ssud. 

The danse would appear to 
allow Serbia to secede from the 
rest of Yugoslavia. 

Several thousand Serbs have 
erected barricades around a town 
in die Republic of Croatia to 
demand greater ethnic rights, 
Zagreb Radio reported Friday. 

The radio said the Serbs, a 
minority ethnic group in Croatia, 
used rocks and trees to block 
roads around the town of Petrin- 
ja, about 70 kilometres east of the 
republic’s capital Zagreb. 

It appeared to be the first 
major protest by the Serbs since 
they sealed off several towns in 
southern Croatia last month to 
demand fair treatment by the 
Croatian authorities. 
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MHfioos of street children around the world struggle to earn a meagftr 
Bvtng. 

Meeting on children casts 
spotlight on bleak lives 


MEXICO CITY (R) — World 
leaders at the United Nations this 
weekend discuss the plight of 
needy children like eight-year-old 
Miguel who ekes out an existence 
on a busy Mexico City street 
comer by washing cars and jug- 
gling. 

Miguel epitomises the fate of 
millions of youngsters throughout 
the Third World, under focus at 
the U.N.'s first world summit for 
children in New York. 

Seven days a week, homeless 
Miguel washes windscreens by 
day then daubs hi mself in grease- 
paint to juggle at night before 
collapsing on a pavement to 
sleep. 

He lives a hand-to-mouth exist- 
ence. earning just enough to feed 
himself although he always goes 
to sleep hungry. He said tie never 
thinks about the future. 

“It's hard and sometimes very 
cold, but I'm usually so tired I 
sleep pretty well,” he said in an 
interview. 

Boys and girls like Miguel 
appear everywhere in Mexico Ci- 
ty's smog-choked streets, clean- 
ing windscreens, joggling, hawk- 
ing newspapers, or working' as 
“tragafuegas,” the human flame- 
throwers who spit gasoline onto a 
burning torch in return for tips. 

Thousands of other children 
prowl Mexico City’s fetid open- 
air garbage dumps alongside rats 
in search of recyclable goods. 

Social workers estimate Mex- 
ico has up to 15 millioD homeless 
children. 

Malnutrition or a lace of medi- 
cines killed 1.1 million children 
under five years of age between 
1982 and 1988, according to 
Andrea Barccna, the director of 
the independent Mexican Centre 
for Infant Rights. 

“The facts are so horrible that 
people sometimes think we're 
making them up," she said. She 


said some estimates show 500 
children under the age of five die 
in Mexico every 24 hours. 

The international spotlight is 
expected to fell on the bleak lives 
of such children around the world 
when more than 75 beads of state 
meet at the U.N. Sunday and 
Monday to discuss an urgent need 
for long-term solutions to a prob- 
lem experts say threatens the 
future of Third World nations. 

According to statistics from the 
United Nations Emergency Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) at least 
40,000 children around the world 
die for lack of medicines that cost 
only a few pennies per child. 

Like Miguel, every day ISO 
milli on children under the age of 
five go to bed hungry with little 
hope of a better tomorrow. 

Mexican President Carlos Sali- 
nas de Goitari, who will address 
the opening session Sunday, has 
referred repeatedly to his concern 
about Mexico’s needy children 
and pledged to eradicate extreme 
poverty. 

But critics say free-market poli- 
cies favoured by the International 
Monetary Fond (IMF) in Mexico 
and other Third World nations 
struggling to strengthen their eco- 
nomies have contributed to the 
plight of the poor and forced 
children like Miguel to live on the 
streets. 

“It's a farce. We’re either with 
the IMF or we’re with the kids. 
We have to break the circle of 
poverty and the policies of the 
IMF," Barccna said, calling for 
an increase in spending on social 
programmes. 

Leaders at die summit are ex- 
pected to ratify an accord on 
children's rights, but social work- 
ers said there was little hope of a 
quids solution to the suffering of 
millions of children currently liv- 
ing homeless and in poverty. 


Burmese 


troops raid 

foreign 

embassies 

BANGKOK (AP) — Burma’s 

military government sent troops 
into the compounds of the U.S., 
West German and British embas- 
sies and detained Burmese em- 
ployees for interrogation, a diplo- 
mat said. 

Troops entered the West Ger- 
man embassy compound 10 days 
ago and have taken similar action 
against the U.S. and British 
embassies a number of times pre- 
viously. 

The diplomat, who spoke at a 
news conference in Bangkok on 
condition he not be identified 
further, did not say why the 
troops had entered the embassies 
-or where most of the employees 
were arrested. 

He also reported that arrests 
and intimidation of dissidents was 
widespread and wors e ned signifi- 
cantly over the past month. 

“The situation on the human 
rights front is abysmal,'’ the di- 
plomat said. 

He added that an oral protest 
over the embassy raids and hu- 
man rights abuses was jointly 
presented to the gov e rn m ent last 
Friday by the 12 me mb ers of the 
European Community, plus Au- 
stralia, Japan, New Zealand, 
Sweden and the United States. 

The protest, delivered by Ita- 
lian Ambassador Giorgio Bos- 
coe, was to make clear that the 
countries did not accept the milit- 
ary junta “as the legitimate gov- 
ernment ... (and) that we are not 
■simply going to look at the Mid- 
dle East crisis and forget about 
Burma," the diplomat said. 

They said Burmese employees 
of the U.S., British and Austra- 
lian embassies had been detained 
for questioning, some for several 
days. 

One employee was taken from 
home by military intelligence 
officers, held in jail for four days 
and questioned about the embas- 
sy’s view of Burmese politics, he 
said. 

The employee reported being 
held in the cell next door to Kyi 
Mating, tire 72-year-oki acting 
leader of the National League for 
Democracy. Kyi Mating was 
arrested this month for allegedly 
breaking the official secrets act. 

Arrested with Kyi Mating were 
his deputy Chit Khaing and four 
senior party members in the ceti^ 
tral city of Mandalay. Aung San 
Sun Kyi and Tin Oo, the party’s 
two. main leaders, have bom de- 
tained since July 1989. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Richard 
Boucher said the United States 
strongly protested the detentions 
to Burmese officials in Washing- 
ton and Rangoon. 

**We regard such harassment as 
a serious contravention of 
accepted international behaviour 
and as totally inconsistent with 
international law," he said. 

Boucher said Burmese officials 
detained and interrogated four 
Burmese employees of the U.S. 
embassy about embassy opera- 
tions and personnel. He gave no 
further details. 


16 jailed for life over Aquino murder 


MANILA (R) — A Philippine 
court on Friday found as air force 
general and 15 other soldiers guil- 
ty of the 1983 murder of politician 
Benigno Aquino, husband of 
President Corazon Aquino, and 
sentenced them to life imprison- 
ment. 

The court said the 16 were 


(fired; comment on the outcome 
of the drawn-out case, in which 
20 other people were acquitted 
including former Tourism Minis- 
ter Jose Aspiras who is now a 
member of congress. But she 
criticised the slow pace of justice 
in the Philippines. 

“As tile widow of Ninoy (Be- 
guilty of conspiring to MU the . nigno Aquino). I do have very 


former Philippine opposition 
leader when be flew borne from 
exile in the United States to 
challenge the late president Fer- 
dinand Marcos. 

But in a 177-page verdid the 
court failed to settle the question 
of who ordered the killing of 
Aquino, shot dead as be stepped 
off a China Airlines jet at Miuoila 
Airport. 

FYesideot Aquino avoided 


strong feelings about the verdid. 
However, my position as presi- 
dent prevents me from expressing 
my true feelings.” she declared in 
a statement..' 

But Benigno Aquino’s brother, 
senator Agapito Aquino, said be 
was “contented with the decision, 
even if they got foe triggennan 
but not the mastermind." 

“But the mastermind is now 
resting in peace,” he added, re- 


ferring to Marcos, who died ex- 
actly a year ago in exile in 
Hawaii. 

The court identified constable 
Rogelio Moreno as the gunman 
who pulled the trigger behind 
Aquino’s head while he was coming 
down the steps from the plane 
under military escort. He was 
among the 16 given life sentences. 

Vice-President Salvador Laurel 
said the court had failed to pin- 
point the mastermind. “The case 
therefore remains unsolved,” her 
said. 

Among those who were In- 
dicted, but are yet to be tried is 
Marcos’s former chief-of-staff. 
General Fabian Ver, who fled 
with Marcos into exile in 1986 
and cannot be found. 


AIDS — the worst is yet to come 


ATLANTA (AP) — The AIDS 
crisis is getting worse and not 
better, with an estimated 8 mil- 
lion people worldwide now in- 
fected, international AIDS ex- 
perts and American’s top health 
official have said. 

“This is still a very new pande- 
mic,” said Dr. Jonathan Mann, 
director of the International 
AIDS Centre at Harvard Uni- 
versity, speaking to a worldwide 
AIDS symposium in Atlanta, 
Georgia. “The worst is vet to 
come." 

U.S. Health and Human Ser- 
vices Secretary Louis Sullivan 
again defended the government’s 
AIDS programmes. “We are 
doing a lot more than most real- 
ise, and much more titan any 
other nation," he said. 

The conference, which con- 
tinues through Saturday, is spon- 
sored by the Morehouse School 
of Medicine, where Sullivan 


served as president, and the gov- 
ernment's research centres in 
minority institutions. 

Mann cited projections saying 
at least 8 million people worl- 
dwide are infected with HIV, the 
virus that causes AIDS. That 
includes an estimated 5 nuDion 
infected people in Africa and 2 
million in the Americas. U.S. 
health officials estimate that 1 
million people are infected in tire 
United States. 

A comparatively low 600,000 
people worldwide actually de- 
veloped AIDS in the 1980s, 
Mann said. 

“We are just beginning to ex- 
perience what ibis pandemic will 
bring," Mann said, a pandemic is 
an epidemic over a large region. 

“There is dearly going to be a 
wave that makes the experience 
of the *80s look relatively small — 
at least a 10-fold increase." 


“We are not in a good state of 
affairs when it comes to AIDS 
and HTV in the United States and 
in the world,” concurred Dr. 
James Curran, medical director 
of the HTV-AIDS Division at the 
Centres for Disease Control in 
Atlanta. 
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Carter, Genscher to 

receive Onassls 

Awards 

ATHENS (AP) — Former 
U.S- President Jimmy Carter and 
West German Foreign Minister l 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher were ■ 
named as recipients of the 1991 
Onassis Foundation Awards for 
their contributions to man and 
society. Two other awards go to 
Greenpeace International and 
prominent Cypriot archaeologist 
Professor Vassos Karagiorg& 
The awards were announced by 
Trvannts GcoTgakis, president, of 
the Lich e ostein-based Onassis 
Foundation set up under the will 
of the late Greek shipping mag- 
nate Aristotle Onassis. Tfap 
foundation honours the memory 
Of Onassis,' 23 year old son Alc% 
ander killed in an airplane crash 
at Athens airport in 1973. Geor- 
gakfo said Carter was chosen to 
receive the AristoteJis Prize be- 
cause of his “personal involve- 
ment and valuable contribution in 
bringing international disputes '1 
into the realm of mternatiooal 1 
peacekeeping efforts and for 
establishing foe ‘Carter centre' to 
support education, human rights 
and h umani tarian activities that 
seek to ameliorate the effects of 
hunger and disease mainly in the 
developing world." He said 
Genscher would receive the Athi- 
nai Prize for being a “decisive 
factor in the shaping of today’s 
East-West relations, part of 
which is the unification of Ger- 
many." 


2 10-year-olds 
set record In 
Alcatraz swim . 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Two 
strong 10-year-olds have become 
the youngest to make the 1.5-mile 
(2.4-lriloinetres) swim from 
Alcatraz Island to foe city. P^ j 
Reid completed the swim in 62- 
degree Fahrenheit (16.7-degree 
Celsius) Swater in just under an 
hour Monday to break foe 
“youngest swimmer” title set in 
1655 by John Hunter, then 14. 
Pat was greeted by 73-year-old 
George Farnsworth, foe oldest 
swimmer - tot challenge^ the 
treacherous: Alcatraz curfea& 
“You finished strong,” he said. 
“You broke an hour. Yourlegs 
all right?” “Oh, yeah,” Pat sakt 
‘They're in good shape.” Eight- 
een minutes later, he was joined 
by Emma Macchrarint-Mankin, 
who last year became the 
youngest swimmer to cross the 
Golden Gate. Both youngsters 
were accompanied by their 
fathers, who matched them 
stroke for stroke, and by escort , 
boats. • . " 
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No home for 
Chernenko’s bust 

MOSCOW (AP) — Officials in 
die Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk 
want a bust of former Soviet 
leader Konstantin Chernenko re- 
moved from a dty square, hut 
they can find no takers, a news- 
paper reported. The likeness of 
the predecessor to Mikhail Gor- 
bachev was erected in the city 
about 3,250 kilometres east-df 
Moscow after Chernenko was 
awarded his third “hero of Social- 
ist labour,” title, the Trad news- 
paper reported. But the Kras- 
noyarsk City Council decided to 
dismantle foe bron z e bust, saying 
that “established procedure” 
calls for such monuments to be 
erected in the recipient’s birth- . 
place, Trud sard. That would be * 
quite impossible in CbemenkO’s 
case, Trud noted, since the vil- 
lage of Bokhaya Tes, where he 
was born, is now underwater 
because of a dam built for the 
Krasnoyarsk hydroelectric power 
plant. The residents of the town 
of Sharypovo, about 220 
kilometres west of Krasnoyarsk, 
don’t want the bust either, Trud 
said. Until recently, Shar ypovo 
was named for Chernenko, but it 
was since been given its old name 
b ack. The Krasnoyarsk- City 
Council decided to put the bust in 
a cultural museum, but canft 
more it there until Kremlin au- 
thorities rescind the de cisio n that 
placed it in the square in the first u 
Place. , ? 
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SPECIAL PRICE FROM AVIS 

AVIS Rent A Car offers you the followina-- 

Gy Nissan Sunny JD day 

— Nissan Sunny AC. JD 20.- per day 

— Volvo Aut/AC. JD 25.- per day y 

— Nissan 4x4 JD 30*. per day 
Price including: 

* Unlimited free km, * Comprehensive insurance 

CaHTei: (683500) Amman. 




